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A Conference betwigta PAPIST anda J EW, 


Co 


Kind Sir , 


ed Ours of the 22d of this inſtant Decem- 
ber I received, I give you my hearty 
thanks for the Contents. It may ſerve 
z= In part for a requital, to remit you an 
P23 account of a late Conference betwixt a 
Papiſt anda Jew, at my Houſe. The 
occaſion was this : On the 14th inſtant, 
being Friday, a Jeſuit ( one Father S.) whom T have al- 
ways found moſt friendly and ingenious , came to my 
Houſe about Noon to get a return for 200 /. in Parzs: [ 
readily complied with his requeſt, and deſired him withal, 
to ſtay and take a ſhort Dinner with me. Without much 
importunity he was perſwaded; My Dinner was only a 
Diſh of Salt-fiſh, and a Joynt of Pork Roaſted; and 
though we had but ordinary Chear, yet down we fate, 
and were very chearful. Before we had fully Din, in 
came L£, the 7 Tr , todiſcourſe me about a Commodity 
that I had inquired after; I deſired him alſo to fit down 
and bear us company. My Wife knowing the Man, and 
his manner, ſaid to him, Mr. Z.1 am ſorry that we have 
nothing here that you can eat, I am ſure ſaid ſhe (point- 
ing to the Pork , the only Diſh remaining now upon the 
Table ) you are for none of this. Father 8. (obſerving 
what ſhe ſaid, and ſuppoſing L. tobe a Roman-Cathel:ck, 
and that his Abſtinence did ariſe from the ſame ſcrupulo- 
ſity with thoſe of that perſwaſion) began to ſcran+- 
Az qu 


WE > "firate, Hereupon they agreed that there ſhould be no 


(2 ] | 
quaintance with him , and ask'd him what Countryman 
he"was, and how long he had lived in this City-?- I pre- 
vented the reply of £. and told Father &. that I judged 
he was miſtaken in my friend , that he was no Roman- 


Catholick, buta Jew; and refrained Pork not becauſe it, 
was Friday , and ſo forbidden by the Church of Rome), 


but becauſe it was Swines-fleſh, and ſo apprehended it to 
be forbidden of God. And here it would have made you 
ſmile if yoa had ſtood by, and heard what a Paroxifm or 
ſharp debate there aroſe .betwixt Father S. and my Wife 
about this queſtion, Whether heor the Jew had the great- 
eſt, ground for ſuch ' Abſtinence ; and to ſpeak without 
partiality ſhe put him hard toit. After the'Table-was 
cleared, Father &.deſired to have ſome more ſerious Dif 
courſe with L.and told him, That he wondered how a- 


ny man in his right ſenſes could perſiſt in Few:z/-Infideli- 


ty; adding withal, that he would undertake in an. hours 
time to convince him , that the promiſed Meſſiah was 


. come, and that Jeſus of Nazareth was he. L. anſwered, 
that he was a Trader, and altogether unfit to manage a 


Controverſie of that moment ;' and therefore,deſired to 
be excuſed from medling with it. Father FS. replied, that 
it was more than probable there were ſome of their Prieſts 
or Rabbies in this City, and that if he pleaſed, he would 
meet the ableſt of them, and argue this point in his hear- 
ing, and he hoped to'his conviction and fatisfaftion. Þ.. 
conſented, and promiſed, if a convenient. time and place 
were appointed, to bring a friend with him for this pur- 
poſe. 1 interpoſed, andoffered my Houſe for the place 
of their Meeting, which they well approved of, and ap- 
pointed that day Seven day at Three of the Cloek'in' the 
Afternoon for the time.'. Z- deſired that there might be 
no noiſe or notice givert of this their intention, alledgin 

that it might be of iſſand dangerous conſequence to thote 
of their Religion, if it ſhould come to the ear of the Ma- 
words 
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[39 + 
words of it, and thaf no perſons befides-my Wiſe-and Fi: - 
ſhould be preſent, -but thernſelves and Zs friends. : pon - | 
they parted , ! and;all- three came punQually atithe : 
time appointed. I carried them up into.a.Chamber which [þ 
had: a tin it, where I had placed one that was dex- 4 
trous in Stenography ,. and drew the Table pretty near 
the Ctoſet-door;that'he might hear andwrite all that:paſt. : 
' When they were fate, I made-itmy requeſt, that an inti- 
mate friend of mine who was in the Houſe might be per- 
mitted to.come up and.be an Auditor. This was Mr. B. 
whom I had habited like a_Gentleman:: They ſaid if he 
were a friend of mine, and did defireit, they had nothing 
againſt it. Whereupon I brought him.in , and ſet him a! 
Chair at a little diſtance from the Table. After a ſhort ſi- 
lence; Father's. began and faid to-Z. 1. ſuppoſe this is 
your friend you ſpoke of at,our laſt Meeting in:this Holiſe;! | 
and promiſed, to bring with- you this day. Z. anſwered, - 
yes, it was 5-ypon-which they gave caclr other: a friend-' 1 
ly bow or ſalute;: Then they firſt conſidered what ſhould: | 
be.the main-Queſtzon or Subje&t-matter of. their Confe- 
rence, 'and anon-it, was relo]ved int6 this, :Whether Feſus 
of; Nazareth was the Meſſiah? :Fhie next thing they con«: 
dered, -was,; Whether this-Queſtion ſhould be argued' 
Syllogiſtically ,; the one taking the part'of an Opponent, 
the ogher ofa Reſpondent ;, or whether they ſhould alter- 
nately-:deliver their;couceptions ina continued Diſcourſe 
without: interrupting oge another? Z's friend defited the 
later. way, becauſe he was not;acquainted', 'as he ſaid, _— 
with our way of arguing 1 the Sehools. A Fhird thing _ "op 
they. re/oived upon , was this, that the Conference *; 
ſhould not laſt.above Two hours, and that neirher of 
them-ſhould ſpeak above half an hour at once.' Having 
2grecd thoſe threeiPreliminaries, Father $: began \,' and 
after he had a little ſtated rhe Queſtion;  ſhewing who 
he meant by Jeſus of N42Sareth, and whom he meant by 
. the Meſtah, he proceeded thus::. Though I mighturgs _— 
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[4] 
many Arguments to prove what I affirm, 'That Jeſus of 
Nazareth is the Meſſiah foretold by the Prophets ; yet 
I ſhall infiſt only upon one. And has is, the many Mis 
racles that were wrought by himſelf, and by his Follow- 
ers in his Name, which were ſufficient to convince the. 
World that he came from God, and that he was that Pro» 
phet whom our Fathers expected, and that God had pro- 
miſed.l fearing thatmy Scribe in the Cloſet could not well 
hear Father $. he ſpake fo low, (and indeed afterwards 
I-underſtood I was not deceived) made bold to deſire him 
a little to lift up his voice, which he readily did ; and 
withal followed his Argument ſo cloſely, and preſt it ſo 
nervouſly, that I confeſs I was greatly confirm'd thereby, 
and concluded L. and his friend would become his Con- 
verts, and wondered with my ſelf what rejoynder could 
poſſibly be meditated by either of them. 

His Argument he thus form'd : He that teſtified of 
himſelf that he was the Meſiah, and confirmed his Teſti- 
mony by many infallibleMiracles, which were wrought by 


himſelf and by his Followers in his Name, he muſt needs 


be the Me/ſF1h : But Feſus of Nazareth teſtified thus of 
himſelf, and confirmed his Teſtimony by many infallible 
Miracles, which were wrought by himſelf and by his Fol- 
lowers in his Name ; Therefore Jeſus of Nazareth muſt 
needs be the M:/124. The Propoſition, ſays he, I ſup- 
poſe no rational Man will deny, whatever his perſwaſion 
be in Matters of Religion ; eſpecially if he underſtand by 
Miracles,as I do;ſuch wonderful Works as are contrary to 
the courſe of Nature, and above and beyond the reach of 
any meer Creature, and as are the product of an Al- 
mighty Power. .It can't be imagined that God, who is 
the faithful and merciful Governour of the Univerſe, 
wou!ld alter the courſe of Nature, and ſet the Seal of his. 
Omnipotency to-a Lie, and ſuffer the: greateſt induce- 
ment of belief to be made uſe of todraw the World into 
Error and Perdition, Two things 1 take for granted, nor 


can | 
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can they be rationally gain-faid. Firſt, That none but God 


andfuch as are afliſted by him, - can work real*Miracles. 
Satan and ſuch as are acted and-aided by him, may work 
Wonders, fuch as may breed admiration in the beholders; 
but to work—Miracles properly and ſtrictly fo called, 1s a- 
bove the power of Satan , orany created Being. This 
is the prerogative of him alone, whoſe Power is infinite 
and unlimited. - Secondly , That God never: did, nor ne- 
ver will communicate this Power to any of working Mi- 
racles to confirm a falſhood. '- To believe or affirm any 
fuch thing concerning God , - doth: border at leaſt upon 
blafphemy. "Tis as if God ſhould lend the Devil his Seal 
to ſign his Deluſions, and ſuffer it-too to be done” in his 
Name , how then ſhould he govern the World in Righ- 
teouſneſs ? and how deplorable and remedileſs were the 
condition of poor mortals, ſeeing. they have no way 
left them to undeceive themſelves., but muſt run into 
irrecoverable ruin , and - intitle. God to 'their ſeducti- 
on and perdition ? o oO 
That Teſtimony then which bath the atteſtation of 
Miracles, is undoubtedly Divine. Hereby Moſes did 
oye bis Miſſion from God. Pharaohand the Egyptians 
id not except ' againſt the Argument , - only they 
thought , at leaſt for a ſeaſon, his Works and Wonders 
not ſupernatural, and that their Sorcerers could vie 
with him in works of Wonder, which we read in Exodus; 
they attempted by Inchantmentsand Diabolical aſſiſtance, 
till at lengrh they acknowledged a Divine and ſuperna- 


tural Power to work with Moſes, and ingenuou Lo 


feſt that it was the Finger of God. 'And had Moſes af 


firmed himſelf to be the Meſſiah, and continued to work 


ſuch Miracles to confirm it, the Iſrae/tes and others had 
been obliged to believe it. - They muſt have concluded, 


that no man could do the Miracles that he did , -except 


God were with him, and wrought in'and by him; and 
that God would never work withaDeluder,and lend him 


167] 
his Seal (as I faid before): to-ſign his Delufions, -andde- 
.ceive the: World-m-his Name. Moſes therefore;neverihad 
thatpretexty:but told: tha People plainly of -a Meſrahito 
cork, of, a Prophet: that :God would raiſe up to: them'f 

their Brethren that. ſhould be like unto him ,- that ſhould 
cone with Signsand Miracles as he had done, whontthey 
ſhould hearkento and obey.;. oo 2 
-- 1 Accqtdingly-when Feſ#s our 'Sayiour was made of a 
-Woman, and manifeſted-in the Fleſh, the fulneſs of time 
being come , : the main” Argument he uſed to bring the 
World to believein/him,, was this of Signs and Miracles, 
Hence 'twas that hetold his Followers; . That the Works 
he wrought did:bear witneſs ot him and when the Jews 
that were round about him, askt him: how long he made 
them to doubt, and deſired him to tell them plainly if 
he were the Chriſt : he anſwered , That he had already 
told them, that, the, Works; which he did-in his Fathers 
Name, . did;teſtifie of him. Tea, faid: he zi zf Z,do-not 
the Works of my Father, believe me not: biit if-T-do,; al- 
thaugh you believe not me , yet believe the Works, And 
again he ſays, : Belteve that 1 am in the Father, and the 


Father in mt | or elſe: belreve me for the-very Works ſake; 


He. tells -theprfarther 3, Thos fi he; had mot done thi 
Works amongſt. them 1hit none 0ther,\ Man did ,. of conld 
do, they had not ſinned |tn not believing in him.-:. This 
alſo we -findto be the great Argument upon which ſo 
many believeid; when. they ſaw. the:Miraclesthat:he did; 


they ſaid,” Thu 7 of a! Truth that Prophet that ſhould 


come; into the-World; TFhey had: been; in; doubti for-a 
while whether ohn tle Baptiftwas not the-Chriſt'; but 
anon they conſidered that Fohn wrought no Miracle, but 
all things that 04» ſnake of _7eſus were true'; - anil be- 
fides'he had doe many. Miracles, -and thereforemany 
believed in him: -: Thus-much tor the demonſtration. of 
the Major Propoſition, +:;' | 


:1:Now 1 come'to the;Alumption or Minor Propoſition, 


which 
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which is, That: Fefrr:of Nazareth teftifidd cofihiokelt 


chat he was the ÞMeſſirh,, icand confirmed his Teftimo 
bhimany mfatfible Miracles whith-wete:wraughtby:him: 
felF and byohis Followers inihis Name, That heacfhir 


fiedithus of himſelf .is not denied; :': He toldthe 1743s; | 


Unleſs you believe that. T am he.you:-Jhall dmizu your {ins 
This was'the main: part of. that:goodoConfeffion/which 
116 witneſſed: _— — ws ne mg 
Tour 's adit was! main warr 'YD r:\Angeftpy $; Nd 

"againſt him': tor though they experi abortpalys vine 
the: coming of the Mefiab , and that:for goodireaſons, 
becauſe Daniel's Seventy Weeks were itun.out z/\ 3nd the 


| !&6eprer wiis departed from:Judahzand kLaw-giver-fram 


-borweenhis. Feet, and the: like 3; :ydtrthey would; not 
head thar Jeſus of Nazureth-ſhould:bethe Petioty/ Alas! 
«he: had not the Port and Preſence; ofa Worldly-Poten- 
rate, ſuch as they dreamt of : JVhenithey ſax him; there 
was no: Form or Comeline(s for ewhith:theyJſboutd. Jeftte 
-bim; © They, bid their: Faces from Jam, and'afteemeraiiiny 
wor; as was fore-told by 1/ai2h the Prophets -* i 5; am: 7 

--1.'That therefore which remains to be proved, is;,] that 


<he confirmed this:his Teſtimony by:many_ infallible -Mj- 


vractes,;;whioh were} wiought by-humiſelf-and: bygbis. Fo:- 
lowers 10 bis: Narhe, Let mecbegin; with the yMiracles 
wich he wrought timielf;,: of which there was 44ers 


great number , and that of divers kinds ;;andthele; were 


_ , not done in a:corherg;; but in-the face ofthe world, :* be- 


fore: multitudes; afdivhatinthepreſence oh, not upon 
»the perſons of:fore off + Fig; greateſt -enamies,.o:His-frtt 
: Mirackrh ter his'ſhewing himielt to Iſf-aet, : wasataMay- 
. iage-feaſtiin Cars of Gaihilee, 'where he turned: Water. , 
pow; a greavquiahtity of.it into Wine... After thay he fed 
amore than;ance, «great multitude.,..,.even ſeveral thou- 
»>ſands,. witha few Barley-loaves and ſmall Fiſhes, whieh 
: were:ſo' miraculoulty:multiplied;,.that after'they, had cx- 
ten and were:filled, his Followers gathered up,more#rag- 
+ B F: _ men:s 
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[3] 
ments thin there was at firſt in whole meat, He healed 
all manner of Diſeaſes, whether the difeaſed were pre- 
fent or abſent; and this he did, as likewife his other Mi. 
racles , 'with a word ſpeaking. Some of thofe wonder. 
ful Cures he did on the Sabbath-day , for which the Pha. 
riſees ( his inveterateenemies ) did find fault with him , 
though they - could not deny the matter of fact. 


He made the Lame to walk, the Deaf to hear , the 


Dumb to fpeak , the Blind to ſee ; concerning which the 
chief Prieſts and Elders had not only the atteſtation of 
by-ſtanders, but the Confeſſion of the parties them- 
ſelves, whom they curiouſly interrogated about the 
thing done , and his manner of doing it. He cleanſed 
many Lepers, and caſt out many Devils, which his ene- 
mies beholding could not deny, but blafphemed,and ſaid, 
that he did it by Diabolical aid, and that he caſt out De- 
vils by Bee/zebub the Prince of Devils. Some who were 
dead he reſtored to life again, particularly one that was 
carrying to his Grave, and another that had lain ſome- 
time in his Grave, even till his friends ſaid that he ſtunk. 
And this he did in the fight of many Jews , who there» 
-upon believed in him, having ſeen the Miracle that he 
did ; yea, the chief Priefts conſulted about making away 
Lazarus , the perſon ſo miraculoufly raifed ,. becauſe 
that by reaſon of him many of the Jews went away; 
and believed on Jeſus. 

The time limited for my Diſcourſe would fail me, 
ſhould I but inſtance in the twentieth part of thofe many 
uncontrouted Miracles which 7eſ#s wrought in the ſpace 
of three years or thereabout. And when his hour was 
come in which he ſhould be cut off, - though not for h;s 
own fins ( as the Prophet Danzel had fore-told ) and 
ſhould #22ke reconciliation for iniquity, and bring 11 an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs; even when he hung upon the 
Croſs-, and was made-ſin and a curfe for us, then there 


was aquaking of the Earth, a rending of the Rocks ; yea, 


the 
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the Vail of the Temple was rent from the top to the bot- 
tom, and for the ſpace of three hours the Sun was dark- 


ned withoat any Eclipſe ; which was noted as a prodigi: 


ous thing by the learned Aſtronomers of thoſe tines, one 
of which is reported to have ſaid, That ether the Ged of 


Nature ſuffered, oy the frame of the World ſhall ſuddenly 
be difſobved. Y a, the Centurion and his Soldiers that at- 
tended, had ſuch conſternation at the things that hapned, 
that they feared greatly, and ſaid , Truly this was the 
Sow of God. But above all, his Riſing again from the 
Dead is moſt remarkable ; therein he declared h; mſelf to 
be the Sor of God with power. This fell out on the third 
day, as he himſelf had fore-told : And if this one thing 
be cleared up, it is inſtead of a thouſand Demonſtrations. 
Now the greateſt evidence that we can poſſibly have of 2 
thing of this nature, 1s the teſtumony or atteſtation of 
others. This then 1s atteſted by a cloud of Witneſſes ; 
they were not a few, but many, to whom he ſhewed him- 


ſelf alive, and that/many times after his Paſſion, by ma- 


ny infallible proofs,» 4ezng ſeen of them forty days, and 
[peaking of the things pertaining ta the Kingdom of God, 
There are but two things that can poſſibly be objeRed 
againſt their Teſtimony. The firſt is, That thoſe per- 
ſons, who were witnelles of his ReſurreQion ( as they 
called themſelves) might poſſibly be deceived, and that 
they ſaw a fantaſtical inſtead of a true Body. But this 
could not be, for they did not only ſee, but feel and han- 
dle him; yea, one of them put his finger into the holes 
in his Hands and Feet, and his hand into his Side , ſuch 
was his incredulity. They did not only feel and handle 
him , but they did alſo eat and drink with him after he 
Roſe from the Dead. If an Argument drawn from all 
thoſe ſenſes will not hold , how then can we be ſure that 
we our ſelves, and all the perſons we converſe with , are 
not Phantaſmes and meer Apparitions? And how could 


the Zews be ſure that it was Jeſus whom they crucified, 
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and ſecured inthe Sepulchre 7 In the ſame way that they 
were ſure'of the on2; his Followers were ſure of the o- 


ther. But-if they were not deceived ; yet, ſecondly, they 
might be deceivers, They might ſteal away the: Body of 
Jeſizs by night,and giveit out tha the was riſen from. the 
dead next'\morning. ' 'Two things ſhew. the incredibility 
of fuch a thing. 1, It is not credible his Followers could 
doit. The chief Prieſts were aware that he had ſpoken 
before-hand of his Rifing the third day, and they fore. 
faw that if this happened, the laſt error (as they counted 
it ) would be worle than the firſt. Therefore they: ob- 
tlined leave of ' P:/ate to make all ſure, and ſome of 
them went themſelves to ſee it done, and then they 
placed a ſtrong and diligent Watch to keep the Sepulchre. 
But here it may be objected, that the Watchmen fell 
aſleep, and then his Diſciples came and ſto!e' him away. 
This indeed you Jews believe to thisday, and we know 
your Anceſtors hired the Watchmen to ſpread abroad this 
report. But then, Why were not they puniſhed for their 
careleſneſs and ofcitancy ? And if they were aſleep, 
How could they tell whatthe Diſciples did ? And if they 
were awake, Why did they not oppoſe them that did it? 
The Keepers for all their hire-did make another telation 
of what happened ; How an Angel deſcended with great 


ſplendor , whoſe countenance vs like lightning , and 


roll'd away the ſtone at the mouth of the Sepulchre, 
which did ſo terrifie them , as that they became'as dead 
men. Is it credible that the Diſciples, if they. ſtole a- 
way the Body of their Maſter , would ſtay to ſtrip him, 
andlay the Linnen-cloths ſo deſcently by themſelves? 
Would they not rather have carried him away in his 
Windingſheer, eſpecially when he was wound 'up.in 
Linhnen with a'mixture of 'Myrrh and Aloes, which hath 
a:clammy and glutinous property ? Would they not have 
been afraid leſtany of the Keepers ſhould awake, but ſtxy 
anl do ſo ncedleſs and d:ficult a work ?. But then, - Se- 
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[2] | 
condly , as they could not do this if they would, ſo 'tis 
not credible that they wouid havedone this if they could. 
Their Writings , their Converſations, ſhew then to be 
perſons of great integrity and holineſs ; whereas if they 
had done this thing, and impoſed upon the World in 
this kind , they would have been a company, not only 
of very wicked perſons, but of incarnate Devils. Ma- 


 homet's villany would not have. compar'd with it. 


What to bely God in ſuch a manner,and tocry up Faith 
in 7-ſas as riſen again from the dead, when he is ſtill 
under the power of Death, and no otherwiſe riſen than 
as they ſtole him out of the Grave! This would have 
been helliſh unparalleld wickedneſs, and to be ab- 
horr'd by all men of common honeſty. But to put this 
out of queſtion, there were other witneſſes of his Re- 
ſurrection beſides his immediate Diſciples. He was ſeen 
in Ga/;lz of above 590 perſons at once; many of whom 
lived a long while atter to witneſs what they had ſeen : 
And had his Diſciples and others conſpired together ſo 
fouly to bely God and their own Conſciences, we may 
imagine it-muſt have been for ſome advantage to them- 
ſelves ; | but contrarywiſe, they knew that to profeſs 
Chriſt and the Chriſtian Religion, was to bring upon 
themſelves and theirs the greateſt Od7am and Perſecu- 
tion. 

Yea God himſelf would have abhorr'd ſuch Miſcreants; 
but on the contrary we find they are approved of God, 
and that by 'many miraculous ſigns and wonders which 
he did by them, and by that abundant meaſure of his 
Spirit which he poured out in extraordinary gifts and 
graces upon them. And this would have led me to. the 
laſt term in my Allumption, that Jeſus his teſtimony of 
himſelt was confirm'd not only by his ovvn Miracles , 
but aiſo by the Miracles that his Followers did in his 
Name. For the'truth is, they did as great Miracles in 
the Name of 7-ſ#s, as cyer he did in his ovva perſcn. 


They 
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[ 12 : 
They cured all manner of > eenitie , and that not lei. 
ſurely by the application of Medicines ; but ſuddenly 
and miraculouſly by a vvord ſpeaking. The very ſha. 
dovv of Peter, one of his Diſciples, heal'd the ſick as 
they lay in their Bedsor Couches in the Streets.A certain 
man aged 40 years and upward, that had been lame 
from his mothers womb , was carried and laid daily at 
the Gate of the Temple , which was call'd Beawtzfut, to 
ask alms of them that entred into the Temple. To him 
this Peter faid ,' S7Hver and Gold I have none, but ſuch 
as T have Tgrve thee « In the Name of Feſus Chriſt of Na- 
zareth, wiſe up and walk : And he took him by the 
right hand, and lift him up, and immediately hy feet 
and anctes received ſlrength, and he entered into the 
Temple , walking and leaping , and praiſing God. This 
was manifeſt to all them that dwelt in Jeraſalem, and 
acknowledged to be a notable Miracle by the Rulers of 
the People, and the Elders of Iſ-ae/. One Dorcas that 
was dead, he reſtored to life with a words ſpeaking , 
which was known to all the inhabitants of Joppa, which 
occaſion'd the converſion of that Town to the Chriſtian 
Religion. I might inſtance in the Miracles that were 
wrought by other Diſciples and Followers of Jeſus. Let 
me conclude with a word or two concerning Paul, vvho 
was once mad againſt the Chriſtians, and did zealoutly 
perſecute them in every City. He was miraculouſly con- 
verted by Jeſus Chriſt's appearing to him in the way as 
he went about this work to Damaſeus ; a great light 
ſhone round about him , which his Companions ſaw as 
well as himfelf , and a voice ſpake to him ſaying, Saul, 
Saul, wby perſecuteſt thou me ? It is hard for thee to 
Kick againſt the pricks. He was ſtruck blind for many 
days: But anon the eyes of his body and mind both be- 
Ing enlightened, he preacheth that Faith which before 
he perſecuted ; and which is toour purpoſe , many ſig- 
nal and ſpecial Miracles were done by his hands ; ſo that 
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( 13 ] 
from his Body were brought to the Sick, Handkerchiefs, 
or Aprons, and the Diſeaſes departed from them, and 
the evil Spirits went out of them. But forbear any 


- further naming of theſe particulars; and having thus 


clearly and fully prov'd the Premiſes, I hope you will 
yield the Concluſion, which is, That Jeſas of Nazareth 
is the Meſſiah. 

After a ſhort pauſe, Z's friend , the Rab4z, broke 
filence, and ſpake as followeth : $r, I defire you would 
have the like patience in hearing my Anſwer, as have 
had in hearing your Argument. The Queſtion before 
us is of greateſt Conſideration , both with us Fews, 
and you Chriffzans; and you may imagine that before 
now , I have debated it both with my ſelf and others. 
I remember ſome years ago in Portugal | was aflaulted 
with this very Argument, of proving 7eſus of Nazareth 
to be the Meſſiah, by his working of Miracles ; and find- 
ing that it was much urged by the Chriſtians , I ſpent 
ſome time in ſtudying that point, and form'dan Anfwer 
tothis Argument in writing, and that Writing I brought 
with me ; which I the rather did, becauſe my friend 
told me, this was the Subject to be argued, and I did 
ſappoſe you might happily attempt the proving of it 
by this very medzum : And becauſe l have a bad memory, 
and ſpeak no good Engliſh , I ſhall beg leave to make 
uſe of my Papers. So having pulPFd a little Manuſcript 
out of his Pocket, and turn'd over a few leaves, he 
made a fold at the place he ſought , and laid it by him 


2 while , and thus proceeded; As to that, $74, which 


you call'd your Propoſition , 1 ſhall offer nothing in con- 
tradition to it, it ſeems to be founded on the greateſt 
reaſon ; nor will any of ours gain-lay thoſe two poſiti- 
ons you mention'd. 1/?, That God only can work real 


Miracles. 24/y, That hewill not, as remember you 


well expreſt it , ſet his Seal toa lie. Jehovah is a God 


of Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
But 
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But, Sir , as to that which youcalied your Aſſumpti. 
on, it dothnot in our opinion carry the lik evidence and 
demonſtration with it. For to be plain with you, it doth 
not appear to us, That thougi Teſus of Nazareth did 
teſtifie he was the Meſſrah, he cortirmed that Teſtimo. 
ny by ſuch infallible Miracles , either of h:s own or his 
Followers ; nor hath any thing been urg-d by you for 
the maniteſting thereof, but what you have found in 
your own Books, which you cannot but know are queſti- 
oned by usas torheir Authority and Verity. And ſurely 
had our Fathers, and the Chief Prieſts of our Nation, 
ſeen any ſuch Miracles done by Feſus of Nazareth, as 
your Records do mention, they were men of that Religi. 
on and Learning, that they, would not have ſoevilly in- 
treated him, but would have paid him more reſpect and 


- vencration. We believe therefore, as our Anceſtors l1ave 


believed before us , that they were ſome of them Forge- 
ries and feigned Miracles, and that others of them. (par- 
don the word ) were Diabolical Achievements. And we 
are the more confirmed in this belief, becauſe your lat- 
terRecords and Chronicles do tell us of multitudes of Mi. 
racles, which were wrought as they ſay by men and wo- 
men of your Religion , which ſeem to-us to be very fa 
bulous, yea, ridiculous. Yet theſe are received among 
you likewiſe as certain and infallibie, and have the ap- 
probation of your Church, and of the High Prieſt whom 
you call the Pope, and the $anhedrim of Cardinals, 
And ſome of theſe do vye with the Miracles of YJeſz 
and his Diſciples , and ſeem to be much of the ſame ſort 
or kind. Let me name a few of many, and they arc 
ſuch as I have taken out of great Authors, and licensd 
or allow'd Records. And pardon me if I don't cite” the F 
Author and Places where they are chronicled ; if you 
deſire it 1 can procuce my vouciers for every ſtory, and 
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follovveth : Your vvords ſaid he, do firſt make men- 
tion of Zeſus his miraculous Conception , ' before they 


ſpeak of his and. his Follovvers miraculous Attions. 


This I have heard urged by others, though it. was o- 
mitted by you , How he was conceived of the Holy 
Spirit, and then born of a Virgin without the know- 
ledge of man. A like Miracle 1s recorded in one of your 
Church-hiſtories publiſht not long ſince with al'ow- 
ance ; how St. Kentigerne's Mother begg'd of Jeſus , 
that ſhe might imitate his Virgin Mother in the Con- 
ception and Birth of a Chiid : accordingly within a 
little time ſhe finds her ſelf with-child , but often pro- 
teſts ſhe never knew any man, But ly the Law of 
that Country where ſhe lived, ſhe mult be caſt head- 
long from the top of a high Mountain. She weeps 
and prays, but the Executioner does his work, down 
ſhe falls, but 1s ſo far from being kill'd or daſht in 
pieces , that ſhe has no bruiſe or hurt. Then ſhe is 
carried on ſhip-board many miles into the Sea , and 
there turned out into a ſmall Boat of Leather, deſti- 
tute of all humane help; yet with great ſpeed and fafe- 
ty ſhe arriveth at a far diſtant Port ; and landing, 
ſhe is delivered of that admirable Saint, and miracu- 
louſly conceived Son, St. Nentigerne. 

As to miraculous actions, the tore-mentioned Book 
and others of cqual or greater authority , will afford 
plenty that do not only compare with, Lut excecd the 
Miracles of 7eſrs and his Diſciples. As for inſtance, 
your Records ſpeak of 7eſzs his faſting Forty days, 
and | can thew you where tis recorded of St.Palrich, 
that he faſtel a whole Lent (which I think with you is 
Forty days) without any humane ſuſtenance, where 
one St. Ard.mm is faid to {alt full Fifty days, and to 
grow fatter upon 1t. 

And whereas it 1s faid , That 7-75 fed Five thou- 
ſand perſons with five Loaves and two ſmall Fiſhes,St. 
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[ 76 ] 
Patrick is ſaid to have fed Fourteen thouſand with 
one Cow, two Stags, and two Wild Boars ; and it was 
talkt how next day the Cow was alive again. 

And as for Jeſs his turning Water into Wine, it is 
not ſo much as is commonly affirmed of your Prieſts, 
how by repeating four or five words , they can turn: 
Wine into Blood , and Bread into Fleſh, and that the 
Fleſh and Blood of Jeſus himielf; though you affirm 
he is aſcended into Heaven , and ſhall there remain ti!l 
his ſecond Coming. And it 15 recorded of one Odo an 
Archbiſhop of Caterbury, that when ſome of his Cler. 
gy. did doubt of ſuch Tranſmutation or Tranſubſtanti- 
ation, that he prayed with tears while he was at Maſs, 
that God would convince them by a Sign ; and the 
Body of 7Ze{us which he held in his hands (that is the 
Bread) began to pour forth Blood into the Chalice ; 
which they. perceiving , deſired the Prelate to pray 
that the Blood might be changed again, leſt vengeance 
ſhould fall upon them for their incredulity ; he doth 
ſo, and it became Wine. 

Again , whereas your Records ſpeak how 7eſzs and 
his Diſciples did heal all manner of Diſeaſes, whether 
the Diſeaſed were preſent or abſent, and that with a 
word ſpeaking ? the like is alſo recorded of ſome of 
his more modern Followers. Take tor inſtance St. Da- 
vid, a great light of the Church , as he is called: 
He invited St. K7zued to come to his Synod ; St. Kined 
excuſed him ſeif, becauſe he was lame and crooked, 
unfir for ſuch holy company , and unable for fo great 
a journey : Whereupon St. David prays him ſtrait and 
ſound. But the other ſtill delayed his coming ; upon 
which St. DatiA unprays his former prayer, and he 
becomes lame and crooked again. St. Bernard had 
great ſucceſs , as appears in y our Hiftories this way , 
tor he cured one in p42 of a fore Dilcale wilt he 
was in Farce; he cared one of a Drophie , by my 
1s 
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his own Girdle about him ; another of the Head-ach , 


by ſending him his Cap to wear ; another that lay a 
Dying , he reſtored by ſending him his Coat ; with a 
many more of the like kind. 

As ſor caſting out of Devils, nothing 1s more or- 
divary than for your Prieſts to do that teat by their 
Exorciſms ; your Holy Water with the ſign of the 
Croſs, is ſaid to be frequently ſucceſsful in this work. 
An I find in one of your Hiſtories, how a Woman 
was diipocſt of Seven Devils at Lanuretto, by calling 
on the Virgin AM.74 for help : and when four were caſt 
out, the other three called Heroth, Horr:ib:l;s, and 
Arffo, with much difficulty were removed ; one 
cries out, Mary, Mary, thou art too cruel againſt 
45 ; another howled lamentably, and ſaid , Mary , 
thou art too powerful in this place, where thou doſt 
force 1s out of our poſſeſſion againſt our will, And the 
Prieſt, who by Mary's aid did this Miracle, made 
him tell what place that was: who anſwered , it 
was the Virgins Bed-chamber, wherein after the Angel 
Gabriel's Meſlage, ſhe conceived God ; which was, 
as other Hiſtories ſpeak , brought thither by a Miracle. 
Nay , ſome of your great Saints have contended with 
the Devil and worſted him ; as St. Dunſtan , who 
catchd him by the Noſe with a pair of hot Tongs, 
and plucked him fo hard,” that the Devil was glad to 
ſhift from him by breaking down a Wall, crying out, 
it did ſo {mart , oace and again , Oh what hath this 
Bald-pate done ! 

As for raiſing the Dead , this alſo hath been fre- 
quently practiſed. St, Francis mates one dic that an- 
ſwered his Diſciples roughly when they would have 
borrowed his Cart, and afterwards raiſed him up a- 
gain,and reſtored him to lite. A Man and his Son going 
a Pilgrimage to St. 7ames at Compoſtella, light upon 
a wicked Hoſt , that firlt makes them drunk, and then 
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puts two Silver. Cups into their Wallets; they are 
purſued,and being taken and tried,the Son was hang'd, 
the Father goes on his Pilgrimage, and returneth 
Thirty ſix days after to the Body of his Son {till hang- 
ing ; he maketh grievous lamentations, till by and 
by the hanged.Son began to comfort him, ſaying, 
Moſt dear Father, weep not , but rejoyce, forl 
was never better in all my life; St. Fa-2es ſupports 
and comforts me with heavenly ſweetneſs : The Fa- 
ther over-joyed, makes known the buſineſs, the peo- 
ple flock together, the man 1s taken down , and the 
Hoſt hanged up in his room. 

I could thew you where St. D.z2d is ſaid to have 
raiſed a Boy from the dead , who afterwards waited 
upon him, St. Patrick to have raiſed one ſrom the 
dead that was a:molt devour'd by Hogs. And St. A!- 
{an being to be Martyr'd, people thronged to ſee his 
Martyrdom, and crouding very hard by a deep Ri- 
ver, many fell in and. were drown'd : The Saint per- 
cciving it, prays that all might ſee his paſſion ; an 
to that purpoſe. the Waters may be dried up : It 
was done accordingly, and thoſe that were drown'd 
before, are now tound ſafe at the bottom of the 
River. 

Again, whercas it 1s recorded, that 7eſirs raiſed him- 
{cif trom the dead: I can turn you to Recoris in great 
credit with you , where ſome of your eminent Saints 


are reported to have done things little inferiour there- 


unto. St. Denns the Patron of France, when his lead 
was cut off, carried that head of his two Miles in tits 
hands. St, I/zmifred vowing,, Virginity , was wooed 
by a Kinzs Son: To make her eſcape, ſhe pretends to 
dreſs tzer( tor he found her much unready ) and to re- 
turn ag1in ; but put ofa back door ſhe goes, and makes 
towards the Church : on the ſide of a Hill the is over- 
taken by her Suitor, waoſe love was turn'd into rage F 
and. 
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and ſhe continuing in her obſtinacy,he cut off her head , 
and there roſe up a Well, which {till bears her name : 
The head tumbles down into the Church amongſt rhe 
People, St. Benn takes it up, ſecks the murtherer, 
and finds him wiping his bloody Swordupon the grals; 
he pronounceth his Curie againſt him, whereupon 
he falls down dead. St. Berno often kiſſing the Head, 
joyns it to the Body, covers it with his Mantle,and goes 
to the Altar to ſay Maſs ; that done, to the Body he 

eturnsand Legins a Scrmon, and prays for the Virgin, 
whereto the People fay Amen : Preſently the Virgin 
riſcth up, as if it were irom fleep, wipes her face 
from duit and ſweat, and goes to: the Church to 
give thanks: Only where the ſeftion was made , 
there was a circle-like a white. Thred all her life. 
St. Clare , a noble Fugitſh Man, to avoid marrying 
4 noble and beautiful Virgin, runs away to France; 
there a Lady falls in love with him ; to eſcape her,he 
leaves the Monaſtery he was in ; this turns her kind- 
neſs into fury ; the fenis two Murtherers , who cut 
off his Head ; he riſeth fſtreight , -and with his hands 
takes up his Head , carries it unto a Fountain, into 
which he call it ; thence he takes it again, and carries 
it unto the Oratory of his Cell, and rhence went ſor- 
ward to a Jittie Village near the River Fpta ; where 
for ought appears he ended his proceſſion. My allot- 
ted time will not inif2r me to proceed, though I have 
collefted ſome icores of theſe Miracles ; and indeed 
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there Is great pionty of tem to DC had. In one thing, 
to conciude, tc Miracies of theſe Modern Saints Wo 
ceed ine Miracles of 7el7s or his immediate Followers ; 
tor they arc recorded t0 h1v2 delivered Souls out of 
; neon oa. $ ny \ & oy OR Y + 1 : , 

Hell-torments , wiica 7:/s himſelf did never pre- 
tend to do- Gregory the Great ( one of your Chick 
Prietts) wept fo long for Tra1zz the Emperoar , that 
he obtained deliverance of his Soul from fell, al- 
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[20 ] 
though we read he was charged to ask no more fo 
great. a favour for any, at leaſt, that died unbapti- 
zed. So St. Dunſtan delivered King Edwtins Soul from 
infernal torments ; and when the Devils quarrell'd 
with him about it, he ſtopped their mouths by ask-. 
ing them what reaſon they had to find fault with it, 
if Chriſt and he thought good to pardon him ? St. 
Nicholas allo delivered his own Brothers Soul from 
Hell; though it co!t him Fitteen days and nights 
praying and weeping , as St. Antonine reports. Now 
Sir, I think I am even with you 1n point of Miracles, 
and muſt tell you , that we Jews ( however we are 


charged with Infidelity ) are not ſuch Infidels , or 1- 


deots rather , to believe a reallity in any of theſe 
Stories. Surely the Almighty Power would not 'trifle 
thus with mortals. Theſe are therefore either arrant 
Forgerics , or elſe devillith Atchievements ; and we 
cannot but think the ſame of the Miracles of Chriſt and 
his Diſciples, becauſe the one are recorded and re- 
ceived by you as well as the other: And therefore they 
areno proof that the Teſtimony of 7eſus was Divine, 
or that he is the Meſſtah. 

Father F. fate all this while ( as I could perceive ) 
very uneaſily;and when the Ra44z had ended,he never 
looked up,nor made one word of reply; but his counte- 
nanceas well as his ſilence , did argue him full of con- 
fuſion and diſturbance in his mind. I looked upon Mr. 
B. and ſhook my head, 1 teard occaſion might be given 
theſe Jews to triumph it the Conterence ended thus; 
and that they would be hardened themſelves , and 
would alſo harden others in their unbelief and pre- 
judice againſt the Chriſtian Faith ; wherefore I hoped 


that Mr. B,would take up the Argument, and con- 


fute the Rabbr's cavils : Nor was I diſappointed ; for 
anon he roſe up, and drew nearer the Table, and 
ſaid , $;rs, you have greatly obliged me , 10 permit- 


ting 


= 


[ 21 ] 
ting me to be preſent hitherto in the capacity of a 
Hearer, and you will further oblige me, if you will 
permit me (now there has been fo long a {lence ) to 
interpoſe a little as a Speaker. As my Diſeourle isnot 
premeditated, fo it ſhall not be prolix/ The Argu- 
ment this worthy Perſon hath urged to prove that 


Feſus (our Lord and Saviour) is the Chriſt, is of 


greater weight than to be ſo ealily blown away : As 
you have already granted his Major, fo I queſtion not 
but you will alſo grant his Minor Propoſition , when 
I ſhall make it manifeſt, that there is a vaſt difference 


or diſproportion betwixt the pretended Miracles that . 


you have gleaned out of ſome latter Writings, and 
the real Miracles that were done by Jeſus our Lord , 
and his immeditate Followers, as they are recorded 
in the Scripture, As for the former, falſhood and 
forgery is ingraven 1pon them in Capital Letters. 
This will appear, it you conſider how the report of 
theſe Miracles comes not forth till many years after 
they are dohe; or there 1s no mention of a compe- 
tent number of credible perſons that were witnelles of 
the doing of them. Beſides, the-greateſt number of 
Chriſtians either never heard or never approved of a- 
ny ſuch Miracles ;yea, thcre is nothing they have more 
diſowned both by word and writing,thanthe Legends of 
ſach fabulous Wonders; they have always accounted 
them as a ſubtile device of Satan, the old Serpent, to 
diſparage the Chriſtian Religion , and the wicked po- 
licy of a certain Se&t amongſt them to uphold an An- 
tichriſtian fa&tion. Let it not ſtumble you that I ſpeak 
of Sects and Factions amongſt 'us Chriſtians, they 
are found in all Religions ; they are with you Jews, 
and they were of old with your Fathers, who were 
divided and crumbled into Sects and Parties, ſuch as 
the Phariſees, Sudduces, Fiſenes, Herod: uns, and 
the like. With us Chriſtians there is a great Se& or 
: Faction 
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2s: 1 
Fation of thoſe who are commonly called Papi/ts, or 
Romon-Catholicks, who have made the greateſt 
Schiſm or Rent that ever was in the Chriſtian Church , 
who anathematize and curſe all thoſe that are not of 
their Faction or Communion ; and although they are 
numerous , and pretend to be the Catholick Church, 
and do fill $pazy and Portugal, and ſome other 
Countreys ,with which it may be you have been moſt 
converſant ; yet they are but tew comparatively, that 
is in compariſon of other Chriſtians that are in the 


Weſtern and Eaſtern parts of the World, as the Pro- 


teſtants of ſeveral Kingdoms and Commonwealths ; 
the Moſcovites , the Greeks, the Abaſſines, the Ar- 
menians, the Coptzes, the Crrcaſſins, the Mengreſſians, 
the Georgi ns, and the like. "Tis then with this Po- 
piſh Sect only thar theſe fictious Miracles are found ; 
the generality of Chriſtians do openly declare that 
Miracles are long ſince ceaſed ; nor was there any need 
of their continuance in the Church, the Chriſtian 


Faith being already not only ſufficient , but abundant- 


ly confirmed by the Miracles, the infallible Miracles 
of our Saviour, and the Primitive Chriſtians, who 
ſh-wed their Patent or Commiſſion under this Broad- 
Seal of Heaven , to the conviction and utter ſilencing 
of their moſt obſtinate enemies, both Jews and Ger;- 
tiles. You know that Moſes confirmed the Law, and 
the Ordinances thereof , by Miracles firſt wrought 
in Fevpt, andafterwards on Mount $7naz, and in the 
H:lderneſs ; but when your Fathers were convinced 
of Moſes his Authority , and were once ſetled in the 
Land of Canaan, then thoſe Miracles ceaſed: So the 
Goſpel and the Ordinances thereof were at fir{t con- 
firmed by the uncontrouled Miracles of our Saviour 
and the Primitive Chriſtians ( as indeed it was meet 
that thoſe who pretended a new Revelation from God, 
jhould confirm it with a D.vine atteitation ) but ſince 
the 


LO RC = a 
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the Chriſtian Religion is now diffuſed both far and 
near » for the ſame realon all Miracles are at an end. 
As Men water Orchards at the firſt planting of them ; 
but when the Trees are well rooted, they do ſo no 
more. But amongſt the Schiſmatical Papiſts, Miracles 
are ſtill pretended , who care not what wrong they 
do to the Chriſtian Religion , or the common cauſe of 
Chriſtianity , ſo they encreaſe their own party. By 
means hereof , they delude the more ignorant and 
credulous ſort ef People , of whoſe Souls their Prieſts 
make great Merchandize. In King Henry the Eighths 
time , by the diligence of the Lord Cromwell, one 
of the chief Miniſters of State,many: of the abominatle 
Cheats and Forgeries of the Papiſts in this kind were 
made manifeſt throughout this Nation, which was 
one great cauſe of the Reformation that followed. 
Andit is no ſlight evidence of the Verity and Divine 
Authority of the Scriptures of the New Teſtament , 
that this was fore-told therein ſome hundreds of years 
before it came to paſs; for ſo it is there recorded, 
that there ſhould be a great Defection or Apoſtaſie in 
the Chriſtian Church, which alſo ſhould be headed 
by the Biſhop of Rome ; and though he be not named, 


et any one with half an eye may perceive he is - 


intended; never did Glove better fit a hand, nor Shooe 
a foot, than the CharaQer the Scripture gives of the 
Head of that Apoſtaſie doth agree to the Rom/ſb Pope: 
And concerning him it fays expreſly , that his coming 
ſhould be after the working of Satan with power and 
ſigns,and lying wonders : In-the Greek it is rigg0: 4ivds;, 
with wonders of a lie, an uſual Hebraiſm, as you 
underſtand, to note the notorious falſhood of - his 
wonders. And in another place it ſpeaks of a Beaſt 
(meaning the ſame perſon ) whom the world ſhould 
wonder after, and worſhip too, and that for this Re: » 

D {on, 
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[ 24 ] 
on., Becauſe he doth great wonders im the ſight of 
men. This may ſuffice for theſe Iying Wonders, with 
their impudent. Authors. PD 
Bat as for the Miracles of our Saviour, and his im- 
mediate Followers, they are of another nature, and 
wear upon themſelves marks of infallibility ; they 
are recorded in the age and places when and where 
they were wrought ; they were done (as this worthy 
perſon well obſerved ) not in a corner , but in the 
tace of the world, before multitudes of witnelles , 
and thoſe perſons of known credit and integrity. In- 
ſomuch, that your Anceſtors the Jews, that liv'd in 
thoſe days, and enquired diligently into theſe things, 
did never once deny the matter of fat , that ſuch 
Miracles were indeed done ; but they ſaid they were 
done by Diabolical aſſiſtance? ' And others of them 
have ſaid, that Jeſus had found out the right pronouts- 
ciation of that 4neffable- Name , - the Nemen' Tetra 
grammaton,, and that it was ſewed in his Thigh , and 
that by the power thereof he did all his Miracles, 
How ridiculous are ſuch evaſions : 'It ſeems evident 
enough, / that many of the Phariſees and'' Rabbits 
themielves in thoſe-:days 'lay: under this convidtion \, 
That Jeſus came from God , and was the Chriſt, and 
profeſt too their Faith in him, though the: moſt of 
them: did it ſecretly for:'fear of 'the Jews ,,* who 'had 
agreed , -that»iF any did. confeſs' thay he was Cheſt! 
they. ſhould'be put! but7of the Syrlagognei''Foſephing , 
a'Man of Learning, who lived fear tholetimes; ahd 
who was a Few by Nation and Religions,” ' in the1s 
Book of his A#7:qutzizs,, doth publith this-paffage' tb 
the World: That'in 1he #:me of Tibernis OwThr, "here 
was oreſusy;t ow wife Ranlf fays he; rt be Pref 
to cal him a min) for he(wns the priformor of drubys 
m23raculvus works, cand'the' inſtruffer.of thoſe who 
j Ci willingly 
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willingly entertained the truth. This was Chriſt , 
who being accuſed by the Princes of our Nation before 
Pilate, and after wards condemmed 10 the Croſs , yet 
did not bis followers forbear to love him for the ignc- 
miny of his Death ; for he appeared unto them 1he 
third day after, as the Divine Prophet had before 
teſtified of the ſame,and d;vers othey wonderful things 
of him. | 

Let me defire you to uſe your Reaſon ? Do but 
think with your ſelf, if the Miracles I am ſpeaking 
of , had been forged or teigned , how eatie a matter 
had it been for the Jews , that lived in thoſe times , 
to have diſcovered and difproved the fraud. and fal- 
ſhood thereof ? Put the caſe there ſhould at' this in- 
ſtant go abroad , areport of one in London , that did 
great Miracles, and that very frequently , that cured 
the blind, the lame , the deaf, the dumb, the dil- 
eaſed of all ſorts that came or were brought to him, 
with a word ſpeaking ; that he caſt out Devils, and 
raiſed the Dead ; and that his Followers did the like , 
and that Frequently in all parts of the Land; and 
that theſe things were dene in the preſence of, rhou- 
ſands, of throngs and multitudes of people; 1/pray 
you judge if it were not the eaſieſt matter in the 
World to diſprove this, if it were falſe and feigned , 
and whether it were poſlibie that whole Cities and 
Countreys ſhould believe it, and ſeal their beliet 
thereof with their blood ; nay, cornſtier whether the 
ealineſs and certainty of diſprovirfg, tiiis report, were 
not like to bring them all under the greateit ſcorn and 
contempt imaginable, that ſhould publith it. You ſee 
the caſe is parallel, and I need not ſtay to apply ir. 

Tis ſtrange to obſerve, that the Jews of thote times, 
whoſe hearts were ready to bur(t with envy and 
malice at the ſuccels oft the Goſpel , never pul 1ckly 
12 objected 
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objected the forging, or feigning of thoſe Miracles by 
which it was confirmed, Yea, 'tis farther obferya- 
ble , that the Heathens themſelves, and the great 
ones amongſt them too , did openly aſlent to the re- 
ality thereof, We find it in true Records, how 7;- 
6erins himſelf upon a Letter from Pz/ate concerning 
7eſas , of the Miracles he wrought , and of the man- 
nerof his Death and Reſurrection, did move in the 
Senate of Rome, that he might be admitted amongſt 
their gods, and though they refuſed the motion , be- 
cauſe, as 1ome ſay , it was not firſt moved by them- 
ſerves; or as others ſay , becaule if they received him, 
they muſt renounce their otner gods ; yet the Empe- 
rour perſiſted in his opinion of 7eſ#s, and gave the 
Chriſtians great liberty all his days. 

Yea , the Turks acknowledg 7eſus our Saviour to be 
fent of God , and that he:confirmed his Miſſion by Mi- 
racles, and upbraid the Jews for not believing God by 
his Prophet Zeſwus ; and Mahomet threatneth judgment 
againſt them for it in his A/choran , ſaying, that 7e- 
ſas Chriſt was the Word and Power of God, ſent to 
convince the World by Miracles ; That he was born 
of a Virgin , conceived without an earthly Father by 
Divine inſpiration ; that he cured all manner of Diſ- 
eaſes , and raiſed the dead to life again ; That he was 
taken at length into Heaven , and ſhall come again : 
Thus much of our Faith 1s confeſt by thoſe Infidels. I 
could go forward , but that I ſee the time is well-nigh 
expired that you allowed for this Conference , and 
therefore I ſhall not be guilty of a farther abſurdity ; 
but I beg your pardon for that I have already commit- 
ted by an unrequelted interpoſing in your ferivus De- 
bate. And fora cloſe, I muſt tell you , $r, that you 
muſt yield the Concluſton in this Gentlemans Argu- 
ment , or, elſe deny his Myor Propoſition , which 


yet 
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yet you fay is founded. upon the preteſt reaſon ; or 
elſe you muſt fly to the evaſion of your Fathers, 
which is , That Z-ſas our Lord did indeed work Mi- 
racles, but it was by the power of the Devil. And 
to ſay this , pardon the expreſſion, is no leſs than 
Blafphemy : It is in effe, to ſay , That the Devil is 
God ; and to aſcribe the Attributes and Prerogative 


' of God unto him. For if Satan can do ſach Miracles 


without controul , to perſwade poor Mortals to an 
entertainment of error, and to delude the World, 
who have no ſufficient means (as was ſaid before ) to 
diſcover the Deluſion , then it plainly follows that 
he is a God in Power, and the Almighty Governour 
of the World ; or at leaſt, that God hath ſo little 
Mercy or Juſtice, or Care of Mankind , as to give 
them to the power of the Devil to be remedileſly de- 
luded by him-: And he that will believe this rather 
than the Chriſtian Faith , deſerves to periſh in his 
Blaſphemy and Infidelity. I have done when I have 
made this one requeſt to you , That you will pleaſe 
to favour me with ſuch another Meeting , and I ſhall 
hope by the aſliſtance of that Spirit which proceeds 


from the Father and the Son , which three are one 


God , the ſame in Subſtance , equal in Power and Glo- 
ry ; I fay by his aſſiſtance, and by other Arguments, 
and by thoſe taken from the Writings of Moſes and 
the Prophets, and ſome of your own Rabinical An- 
thors, clearly and conv incingly to demonſtrate, That 
Jeſus is the Meſſiah ; yea, the only begotten Son of 
God, and the Saviour of the World. 


L. the Jew was much affedted ( as I did perceive) 


with Mr. B's cloſe and warm Diſcourſe ( and indeed 
what with the matter , ana his manner of delivering 
it, I think we were all afeted more or leſs; ) he 
turns - to his friend , and deſires him by all means to 


accept 
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accept of this Gentlemans motion, and appoint ano- 
ther Meecting. ET | F {1.5 © 209 
" The Rab47 made a low bow to Mr. B. and ſaid, 
$;r, I heartily thank you for your plain and ingenu- 
ous Diicourie, and.l willingly acknowledge that |[ 
have reczived more intormation from it than from a- 
ny -Perjon or Author that ever I yet converſed with ; 
yea., whatit | ſhould ſay, Within a: little you have 
perſwaded me to be a Chriſtian. 1 muſt not conceal, 
that it hath been the opinion of fone of our Learned 
Men , that the Meſtzs is come , and that for our fins 
he lies conccaled. I have been often ſtaggered in my 
ſelf when I have thought of this matter. [dare not 
ſhut my eyes againſt clear light, but open them as 
wide as I can. Thereforo, $5, on this day fort- 
night at the ſame hour I ſhall gladly meet you, and 
if 1t may be, I am content that this Houſe in which 


we now are, ſhould be the place; only [ beg leave to 


bring one or two of my Brethren with me; and yet 
I deſire alſo that we may be private , and that not a- 
bove the number of three or tour at moſt, be preſent 
beſides our ſelves. Itold them my Houſe was at their 
ſervice , and that [ was rejoyced to ſee ſo good an ef- 
tect of the paſt Conference ; I called for a bottle of 
Sack, they drank in a friendly manner to one ano- 
ther ;: ſo L. and his friend took their leave. 

. When they were gone, Father S.app)ied himſelf to 
Mr. B. and thanked him tor his ſeaſonable interpoſi- 
tion , and deſired his farther acquaintance. I muit, 
faid he, confeſs to you, That 1 am one of thoſe that 
you call Roman Catholicks, but I was not aware 
that our, Church by the Miracles the approves of, and 
allows to be wrought in her , did give ſuch a ſtab to 
the Chrifttian Faith, as I now find it doth. I confeſs 
[ bave been long of opinion that thoſe Miracles of our 
Saints 


Saints that are ſo much magnified amongſt us , are 


moſt of them falſe 'and fabulous. '' And I remember. 


that I have read in' Ludovicus Vives , a learned 
Writer of our own, how he calls the Golden Legend, 


a Hiſtory unworthy of the Saints, and that the Au- 


thor had a brazen face. Yea, he fays-expreſ]y , that 
the lives of the Saints are corrupted with abundance; 
of lyes , and that the Authors did ſet down not what 
the Saints did, but what themſelves would have had 
them done. 


. Mr. B. underſtanding that Father F. was a i/tomar- 
Catholick,; deſired! his pardon that. he -had ſpoke .1o 
keenly againſt the Church and Pope: of Rome 3; adding, 
that he ſaw a neceſſity of it for the undeceiving of 
the Jew. And, Sir, ſaid he, give me ſeave to tell.,you, 
that your Church-by her lying Wonders, and forged 
Miracles, hath greatly dilſerved and diſparaged the 
Faith of Chrift, '*'and gone about to invalidate the 
chiefeſt argument, as you your ſelf acknowledged, 
for the confirmation of it. And let me add, that the 
Fews are farther prejudiced againſt Chriſtianity by 
the Papriffamongt-whom-they. moſtly _converlie, 6- 
ſpecially in theſe Weſtern parts of the World, and that 
is by your Adoration of Images, the Hoſt, the Crois, 
and the Relicks of the Saints ; for they are great Zea- 
lots in the lecong Commandment , gnd utter enemies 


| to all Idolatry?'- To-whych- may Peadded, your de- 


tarring the general uſe of the New Teſtament, which 
is the probable means of the obtaining the knowledge 


of Chriſt , and the Chriſtian Religion. 


Father F replied, that though he Wii Rom 
Catholick, yer withal he was a Chriſtian ; and I 
think, ſaid he . "tis high time ſor me and all Chrt- 


{tians . 
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3D ſtians beſides, to think of-renouncing Communion 
HUEY | with that -Church whoſe Principles and practices 
UE I0S | ſhall encourage Men to continue Jews and Infi. 

| $3 dels; and as the Few ſaid, That as within a lit- 
tle he was perſwaded to be a Chriſtian , ſo could 
he fay , that within a little he was perſwaded to 
be a Proteſtant. Upon this they take leave of one 
another, promiſing to meet again at the time be- 
fore-mentioned. 


Sir, I judged this Narrative would not be unac- 
ceptable to you. If any thing occurrs in the next 
Meeting that is -worth your notice , it ſhall be readily 
communicated by | 


[1181-5 hy | Tours in many Obligations, 
N. H. 
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A Conference betwixt a Proteſtant and 
a Jew, &c. 


Kind Sir, 
$4 - 
nM 


Think my ſelf oblig'd partly by mine own 
promiſe, and partly by your importunity, 
to give you ſome account of the ſecond 
#\, Conference at my Houſe, which was ma= 
I A&A naged by Mr. B. and Rabbi F. and I wiſh 
= you may read it with the ſame ſatisfaftion 

N | 4; that I heardit. 
ANIM AS After the Company met (which was 
now a little augmented by conſent) and all were ſeated and com- 
poſed; Mr. B, vegan and applied himſelf particularly to Rabbs F. 
and faid, Sir, you know the buſineſs that we are come hither a- 
bout ; that it is to debate, Whether Feſw of Nazareth be the 
promiſed Meſſias ? This was demonſtrated the laſt meeting by 
this worthy perſon (pointing to Father S.) by a convincing ar=- 
gument, which was drawn from the many infallible Miracles 
which were wrought by himſelf in the days of his fleſh, and by 
his Followers afterwards in his Name theſe did amply teſtifie 
,that he came from God, and that the teſtimony he gave of him- 
ſelf was true, elſe God (as was then ſaid ) would never have ſet 
his own ſeal to it. It is indeed the greateſt confirmation of any 
teſtimony that poor mortals who can't diſcern the Eſſence and 
Being of God, are capable of receiving. I don't therefore de- 
cline this argument, becaule of its inſufficiency to prove the mat- 
| ter in queſtion, or becauſe any thing hath or can be offered to 
evade or invalidate the force of it. But to the end you may ſee 
our faich doth not hang only upon this hinge, I ſhall advance an- 
other argument to. prove that Feſus of Nazareth (in whom we 
Chriſtians believe) is the promiſed Meſſhas. Beſides then the te- 
A 2 ſtimony 
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[ 2 ] 
Rimony-of, Miracles, we have the teſtimony of the Scriptures t6 
this truth, and I remember our Lord himſelf doth appeal to both 
theſe teſtimonies; he ſays, The works he did in his Fathers name 
did bear witneſs of him, and he bids the Fews to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, for they are they which teſtifie of him. And we find in the 
Afts of his Apoſtles, that one Apollos did mightily convince the 
Fews, and that publickly, ſhewing by the Scriptures that Feſws - 
was Chriſt. $i 

To this Work then I ſhall immediately apply my ſelf, and as 
I remember *cis that which I promiſed , and I ſuppoſe you 
expect. # 

Rabbi F. aſſented and ſaid, Yes, that was the proof they now 
expected; only he hoped that by the Scriptures he meant thoſe 
that.the Chriſtians call rhe Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, to 
wit, the Writings of 2oſes and the Prophets, and the Hagio- 
grapha. Mr. .B. reply*d that he intended no other; for he was 
not inſenſible how the Fews would obje& againſt any citation out 
of the Scriptures of the New Teſtament ; though he added, he 
could eaſily manifeſt (if that were now his buſineſs) that there 
lay no exceptions againſt them but what were of equal force a- 
Sainſt the Writings of Moſes and all the Prophets; but that he 
ſhould confine himſelf to theſe Scriptures which by the unani- 
mous. conſent both of Fews and Chriſtians were of Divine au- 
thority, And from theſe ſaid he) I ſhall make good theſe two 
Srand aſſertions: 1. That the promiſed Meſhas is long ſince 
come... -And.2, That 7eſus of Nazareth is he. And if I prove 
theſe two points, I hope you will give us the right hand. of fel- 
low{hip, and become-members of the Chriſtian Church, 

| Rabbi F. anſwered, that if thoſe two points were clearly and 
convincingly proved, he would preſently renounce Fudai/m,and 
be baptized and become a profeſſor of the Chriſtian faith. He 
only. requeſted that it might not be interpreted an interruption, 
if as particular places were cited and urged, he made his objeRi- 
ons (if he had any) becauſe he was old and of weak memory, 
and many things might flip from him if he defer'd the mention- 
10g of them till the end of a long Diſcourſe, Mr. 2. approv'd of 
his motion, and-therefore told him he would purpoſely make a 
pauſe now and then to wait if any thing might be objeed or 
oppoſed to what he deliver'd. 

Then pulling a Hebrew Bible out of his Pocket, he laid it be- 
fore him, and thus proceeded : P - Mr. B. 


L933 

Mr. B. The firſt thing I propounded to prove is this, That 
the promiſed Meſſias is already, yea long fince come. For the 
evincing of this aſſertion, I might urge many places out of Xo- 
ſes and the Prophets; but 1 ſhall take up only with three which 
are moſt conſiderable. 


The firſt is in the Book which we call Geneſis, in the Hebrew | 


Bereſith;, you will find it in Ch. 49. v: 8, 10. there Facob is gi- 
ving his Sons his laſt Benediction, and when he comes to Fudah, 
he propheſtes of him, That his Brethren ſhould praiſe him, that 
bis hands ſhould be in the neck_of his enemies”, that his fathers chil- 
dren (ſhould bow down before him : and farther, which is the paf- 
ſage I aim at, he adds, that the ſcepter ſhall not depart from Fudah, 
nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh come, and unto him 
ſhall the gathering of the people be. | ſhall firſt explain theſe words, 
and then form my argument from them. By Fudah here, is not 
meant the perſon but the tribe of F#dah. Nothing here ſpoken 
of Fudah was in any meaſure fulfill d in his perſon, he liv'd and 
dy*d in Egypt without preeminence among his Brethren; and if 
you look a little higher, you'l find the things foretold by Facob 
were ſuch as concern'd not the perſons of his tons, but their poſte- 
rity in the laſt days. By Scepter and Lawgiver is meant the ru- 
ling and legiſlative power that in proceſs of time did {ſettle and 
center in that Tribe of Fudah ; it began in David who was of 
that Tribe, and continued for fome Centuries of years, though 
not without alterations and interciſionsz though there was ſome 
variety in the form of Government; ſometimes it was Monar- 
chical, and ſometimes Ariftocratical, yer ſtill the Law and Poli- 
ty amongſt them was the fame. By Shiloh is meant the Meſſias,or 
the promiſed ſeed, the ſeed of the Woman; this might be prov'd 
from the ſignification of the word, as alſo from the following 
words, to him: fhall the gathering of the people be, or as ſome read 
it, zo him ſhall the obedience of the Nations be, Now to whom can 
this be applied but the Meſſias, unto whom it is elſewhere pro- 
mifed the Nations ſhall ſeek? The Nations of the Earth were to 


be bleſſed in him, and the Nations of the Earth were to be ga- - 
thered to him. Of this opinion alſo were all your ancient Ma-- © 


ers. Nothing is of greater authority with you Fews, than your 
Targums. Ben Vzxiel renders it, Until the time- wherein the 
King Meſſiah ſhall come 3 and Ozkelos to the ſame purpole, Un- 
til the Meſſiah ſhall come whoſe is the Kingdom; and in thar of 
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| Fernſalem. Your learned Doors thus render or rather para- 


phraſe upon this Prophecy; Kings ſhall not ceaſe from the houſe 
of Fudah, nor Doftors that teach the Law from his childrens chil- 
dren , until the time that the King Meſſiah do come , whoſe the 
kingdoms is, and all the nations of the earth ſhall be ſubjett to him, 
From the words thus explained, I draw this Argument : If the 
Scepter and Lawgiver be departed from ZFadah, then is the Meſ- 
ſiah already come ; but the Scepter and Lawgiver are departed 
from Fadah, therefore is the Meſſiah already come. The major 
propoſition is affirmed in the Text, the mizor can't bedenied by 
you Fews your {elves. You can't but acknowledg, that for a- 
bout 16co years, there hath been no ſuch thing as a Tribe of 
Fudah in any national or political conſtitution. *Tis evident 
beyond all contradiion that your whole Nation hath been ſcat- 
tered over the face of the earth, and have led a precarious 


«life, under foreign and ſtrange Princes, and have had for many 


Generations,” no Law, Government, or Authority of your 
own amongſt your ſelves. This is not only confeſt but lament- 
el by ſome-of your moſt learned Rabbi's. Kimchi on Hoſea 
thus writes, Theſe are the days of our captivity, wherein we have 
neither King ner Prieſt of Iſrael; but we are in the power of the 
Gentiles, and under the power of their Kings and Princes. And 
the great Abarbinel on 1/atah tells us, That *ts a great part of 
their miſery in their Captivity, that they have neither Kingdom, 
2:0r Rule , nor Scepter of judgment; as if he ſhould have ſaid, 
Scepter and Lawgiver are departed, , 

The preciſe time of the departure of all rule and authority 
from Fudah, is a little diſputed 3 fome fay it was in the days of 
Herod an Idumean, who rooted out the Macchabees and San- 
hedrim, whereupon the Jews put on Sackcloth, and ſhaved their 
heads, and lamenting, ſaid, Wo wunto ws, becauſe the Scepter 1s 
dcparted from Fudah, and the Lawgiver from between hrs feet. 
Others fay , it was at that time, when their Country, City, 
and Temple were deſtroyed by Yeſpaſian and Titms ; and that 
till then there remains ſome footſteps of Rule and Authority 
amongſt them. I am not concerned at preſent in this diſpute, 
*ti> enough to prove what I affirm, That it is long fince ceaſed 
and departcd:; for that being abſolutely and irrecoverably 
£03e, 1 there he any truth or certainty in this Text, then 
Shilgh or the Mcſliah is come, which was the thing to be pro- 
ved. Rab. 7. 
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Rab. F- The word ( Shebert ) which you render a Scepters 
doth alſo ſignifie a Rod, and the meaning of the place may be 
this, That the Rod of afflition ſhall be upon the back of F#- 
dah, till the coming of the Meſſiah. 

Mr. B. I will not deny, but that Sbeber doth properly figni- * 
fie a Rod or Staff; but its metaphorical and moſt uſual iignitica- 
tion is a Scepter or Enſign of Rule and Government, and lo it 
muſt neceſſarily be read and rendered'in other places : as in 
Pſal. 45, The ſcepter of thy kingdom ts a right ſcepter. And in 
Numb. 24, There ſhall come a ſtar out of Facob, and a ſcepter 
ſhall ariſe out of Iſrael. And that the word muſt be thus read 
and rendered in the Prophecy before us, is plain, becaule it is 
joyned with Mechbeck a Lawgiver, or one that hath authority 
to write, or preſcribe Laws to be obſerved. This then- is here 
foretold, that there ſhall be a continuance of a Soveraign power 
in the Tribe of F«dah, when the kingly government ſhall ceaſe 
till the coming of Chriſt, in- the' great Sanhedrim and in other 
Governors. And ?tis with reſpe@ to this Prophecy, that God 
in P/alm. 60, and in Pſal, 108, calls Fudah his Lawgiver; and 
in 1 Chron, 28. 4, *tis {aid he hath choſen Fxdab to be his Ruler. 
And that it can't be meant of a Rod of AfMiction or Correction, 
is as evident ; becauſe a-long while after this Propheſie, eſpecially 
in the Reign of David and Solomon, the Tribe of Fudah was in 
a flouriſhing and proſperous condition. 

Rab. F. But if this be meant of the coming of Chriſt, then he 
was exhibited long before you yourſelves fay he was born; for 
the Scepter departed from Fadah in the Babylonsſh Captivity, 
and afterwards in the days of the Afſamones: or the Macchas 
bees, 
Mr. B. The Scepter was not departed from Z«dah in the Bas 
byloniſh-Captivity, but only ſuppreſſed for a fcafon ; and God 
by his Prophets did promiſe 'the reſtcring of it after Seventy 
years, and accordingly it was actually reitored : for after the 
Captivity, the Fews were governed by Dukes, who were of the 
Tribe of Fudah, as Zeraubbabel and his poſterity, to whom were 
adjoyned Scribes, as Ezrah, Nehemiah, &c. And as for the 
Macchabees, they were of the Mothers fide from Fidah, and 
with them were joyned the Sanhedrim conſiſting of Seventy Two 
Elders, moſt of the Tribe of Zu4ah and family of David, who 


continued in the Government of that people, till Herod Afcha- 
| lonate, 
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; lonite, an Idumean and a tranger,did root them all out, Theſe 


things are fully teſtified by Foſephws an approved Hiſtorian, and 
other authentick Records. 

R. F. Well Sir, you may proceed. 

Mr. B. Theſecond teſtimony which proves the Meſſiah to be 
long ſince come, is taken out of the Prophelte of . Daniel. You 
will find in Chap. 9. 24, 25, 26, 27, Seventy weeks are determined 
upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to finiſh the tranſgreſſions 
and to make an end of ſins,and to make reconciliation for iniquity, 
and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the Viſion 
and propheſie, and ts anoint the moſt holy. Know therefore aud 
underſtand, that from the going fortho; the commandment ta re- 
(tore and to build Jeruſalem, unto the Meſſiah the Frince, ſhall be 
ſeven weeks, and threeſcore and two weeks, the flreet ſhall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublous times. eAnd after three- 
ſcore and two weeks (hall Meſſiah be cut off, bat not for himſelf, 
and the people of the Prince that ſhall come, ſhall deſtroy the city, 
and the ſan#uary, and the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, and 
unto the end of the war deſolations are determined, And he ſhall 
confirm the covenant with many for one week : and in the midſt of 
the week, he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe , and 
for the overſpreading of abominations he ſhall make it deſolate, 
even until the conſummation, and that determined ſhall be poured 


upon the deſolate. 


L intend not a large explication of this Prophecy ; this I de- 
fire may be attended to, That the true Meſſiah promiſed un- 
to the Fathers is here ſpoken of. That there is a time limited 


- for his coming, and that this time is long ſince paſt and gone. 


That the true Meſſiah is here ſpoken of, is evident : He is 
twice called by that very name z; and indeed the name of the 
Meſliah, as appropriated unto the promiſed ſeed, is taken from 


. this place or Prophecy alone : for it is no where uſed of him 


abſolutely but here. And the addition of the word aged 
the Prince, or the ſupreme Ruler, doth make it yet more evi- 
dent for this word in ſundry other places, is peculiarly ap- 
plied to the Meſſah. See in 1/a. 55- 4, 1 have given him ( to 
wit the-Chriſt ) co be Nagid, a Leader or a Prince untothe peo- 
ple. ALearned Critick hath well obſerved, That theſe words 


. Meſſiah Nagid, that is, Meſſah the Prince, are written in ſuch 


Hebrew, as muſt needs argue it a proper name, and as is not to be 
found again in all the Bible. To 


C213 | 

To which may be added, The perſon here ſpoken oh, is not on- 
iy called Meſſiah, and Meſſiah the Prince, but he is allo called 
the moſt Holy, or the Holy of Holies ; the moſt holy place in 
the Tabernacle and Temple was ſo called, but that can't be here 
intended. The holy place in the 24 Temple was never anoint- 
ed ; for it was not lawful for them to make the holy Ovl : And 
beſides, that was burnt with fire and utterly deſtroyed about 
the expiration of theſe weeks, It is therefore the Perſon, that 
the holy place tipifies, that is here ſpoken of. The name of the 
Type is given to the Antitype ; he is the moſt holy that was a- 
nointed : that is, he was made a Meſſiah. And a great Rabb: 
of your own doth thus expound it; This Holy of Holies, 1s 
the Meſſiah who is anointed or ſanRified from amongſt the 
ſons of David, 

And for a further confirmation of this, do but conſider what 
work is here aligned to be done by this perſon, and you muſt 
conclude it is the Meſſiah that is here intended, Who, but he, 
could finiſh or take away tranſgreſſion, and make an end of fin, 
and make reconciliation for iniquity, and bring in everlaſting 
righteouſneſs, and ſeal up Viſion and Prophecy, and confirm 
-the Covenant with many, and cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation to 
ceaſe? If theſe works could be wrought by any other than the 
mY we had more reaſon to defire him than the Meſſiah 

imſelf, | | 

R, F. Iconfeſs you have urged good Reaſons, why the Meſ- 
ſiah promiſed to our Fathers, ſhould be ſpoken of by Danzel the 


-Prophetz yet you muſt give me leave to tell you, that our learn- 
ed men are of opinion, that all this is ſpoken of Cyrus the Per- 


ſian Emperor, and that he is Meſſiah the Prince z and Hiſtory 
tells us how he was ſlain or-cut off. As for the true Meſſiah, we 
read in the Law, that he abideth for ever- And we are con- 
firmed the more in this opinion, becauſe in 1/aiah the Prophet, 
he is-called the Lords Meſſiah, If you pleaſe, you may conſult 
the place in the beginning of that which you call Chap. 45. df 
that Prophecy, | TS 
Mr. B. I am not ignorant that ſome of the modern Rabbies 
have interpreted Daniels Prophecy of Cyrus; for ſome ages 
they have abhorred nothing more, than that the, true Meſftah 
ſhould be there intended ; for if once they yield to that, then 


they muſt give up their cauſe, and they haye no cloak for 
B their 
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their unbelief:; becauſe, as I ſhall ſhew by and by, the time 
limited ſor the coming and cutting off the Meſhah, is long ſince 
expired, This Propheſie therefore, if it hath = truth in it, 
muſt have had its accompliſhment : And it argues the deplorable 
caſe of the Fews, and deſperate fhifts they are put to, that they 
can find. no more probable perſon than Cyrus to accommodate 
this Prophecy to. I pray do but conſider, which of- all thoſe 
works the Meſſiah was to do, can in any tolerable ietife be ap- 
plicd to (rus? Did he take away (in? or bring in aneverlaſting 
righteouineſs? or make reconciliation for iniquity ? or ſeal up 
Viſion and Prophefie? or confirm the Covenant with many? or 
cauſe the ſacrifice and oblation to ceaſe? Nay, was there any 
fach thing as ſacrifice or oblation in his days, for him to put an 
end to? Nay, was not he a means of reviving ſacriiſces and obla- 
tions in after times? 

Again let it be-conſidered, that the limited. time here ſpoken 
of, doth begin from the going forth of the Commandment to 
reſtore and to build Yernſalew. that is expreſt in the Prophecy, 
Now ſome learned men and good — are of opinion, 
that the Commandment here:ſpoken of, did-not commence or 
begin till many years after Cyr#s his death. This is evident, 
that there were ſeveral Commandments :and Decrees from the 
Perſian Emperors about this matter.” The firſt was made by 
Cyrus, in the firſt year of his Empire; and fome think-this was 
nat the Commandment ſpoken of in Daniel, becauſe it was only 
for the building of the Temple whereas rhat of Daniel was for 
the building of 'Feruſalem: Beſides, it had little or no effe&; 
within the ſpace of Three or Four years it came to nothing, till 
anon after the death of Cyrus, there came forth another Decree 
from Darius ( ſuppoſed to be Darius Hyftaſpes the, 3d Empe- 
ror of the Perſians ) for the building of the Temple, Of this 
we read Ezra 6. and it ſcems to be a revival of the Decree of 
Cyrus; the roll whereof upon ſearch-made, was found at Ach- 
met in the Province of the Medes. Beſides this Decree of Cy- 
ras and Darius, we read of -another Decree or Commandment of 
eArtaxerxes in Ezra 7, who is ſuppoſed to be he that was call- 
ed Longimanus. This was a more authentick Decree or Com- 
mandment than either of the former; for: it was made, as *tis 
in Ezra 7. 14, by the King and his Seven Councellors, which 
was the higheſt legiſlative power amongſt the Perſians, Here 
was 


C913 
was fot only a proclamation of liberty, but a formal Commiſ- 
ſion, : and that from the King and his Council. Authority is 


ojgen to Ezra to erect a civil Goyernment and a Magiſtracy 


amongſt the people, with power over the eſtates, liberties, and 
lives of men; and this islikely to be the Commandment for the 
building of 7er»/alem: for it is not Walls and Houſes, ſo much 
as Rule and Government, that makes or conſtitutes a City, 

And if the going forth of the Commandment, to reſtore and 
build Fera/alem, which is the epocha of time now limited and 
determined, be underſtood, as it is by ſome, of the firſt De- 
cree or Commandment of Cyrus, then he can't be Mefſiah the 
Prince, at whoſe cutting off, the time muſt Cetermine, He did 
not live long after that Commandment. The Temple was not 
built, nor was there any ſacrifice or oblation therein during all 
his ſhort reign. The things here foretold, were not accom- 
pliſhed till above Four hundred year after his death. 

It's true, -he is once called the anointed of the Lord, becauſe 
he was deſigned and employed by God in that ſpecial fervice of 
ruining the Babylonian Empire : But doth it therefore follow, 
that he is intended in this Prophecy, when no one word or cir- 
cumſtance therein is applicable to him? and when he was dead 
ſome hundreds of years, before the determined time mentioned 
in the Prophet did expire ? You may as well ſay Saul or Zedeksahs 
is intended, ſeeing both of them are called in -Scripture the 
Lords anointed. | OF ULTIL. Vinh. 3c 

Having thus proved that the true and only Meſſiah is here 
ſpoken of, it remains now. that I ſhould ſhew how the time l[i- 
mited for his coming is long ſince expired. This is expreſly ſaid 
to be Seventy weeks from the going forth '6f the Commandment, 
to reſtore and build Feriuſalem, That by Seventy weeks,are to be 
underſtood Seventy levens of years, a day being put” for a'year, 
and a week for Seven years,- whichimakes-full Four- hundred 
ninety years, is generally owned by the- Fews as well as the 
Chriſtians. The learned X:mchz upon this place doth acknow= 
ledg it 3 ſo doth Farchi, Rab. Leadzas'and others. \And that 
Four hundred and ninety years are gone and paſt ſince the Com- 
mandment came forth for the rebuilding and-reftoring of- Feru- 

ſalem, 1 ſuppoſe will not be denied. There are above Six'times 
Seventy weeks from that time to'this. This then will inevitably 
follow, That the Meſſiah is long ſince come. | 

| B 2 RF. 


7” SY WY” OTE OTF WEIR IRR" 4 4; 97 
LY WW IRS ELLA Bf 2. 7 Heer” oo ee 


"44 Sr ar ag 9 Ef 


<<» YUP 
X., 


—_ 


- d : Ros = a4 = 9 + _ CT 
CT i ee a tl Res ol. os n 


” 
— 


-” IG WI, OO COT 1,0 ROW WTR. YI 
o COIEE . 


rv n——_— 


- > 
ELLE == 


- ——— —_ SE I—_ = —— wn n. = _— DS DAS —_— LIT. - OI Lo - : 
- = OS ER CB Ea » bn EY = : INT  SEOIVEED Co —_— ET OS IE 
=. wud ——__ _—_ 7 —_ —  ———  —— —— - - oo - —_ = 29 _ 7 — "_—_ CS &; > - $ 
—_—_ - __ $A 5 2-14 _— "Yi > Z * Is 4 tv 2 A bs 
- _— : = =z k . "_ 
; RE ES —_— —— - - 
i X = A _ . NR nh y "= 5 hy bed PE 4 Zn 2 — —_ = X _ 
ware CE bf ———_—_—_ I" Sn a. - Me el me = TE =, - be M = - hu — - — 
"FS wh : ab dell - pla —_— R « R A” £7 \ "- Fg I ; 2h 
. 2,05 : 1 Ig?” Ie". ITS. F x > Pew PS OE F y 2 « "—— þ TOOREs 4 / v.00 wee 
. +& des, : WT -» x a + i " : W * * a 
0 . wy :. 4 34s ” 
- 3 I . X NG Ps. 2%. 00 


Fi" 


 .-W3 
KR. 7. The Chriſtians themſelves can't agree when theſe Seyen- 
ty weeks did begin or end. which weakens their Argument 
from this Prophecy. _ 
 Mr.B. It is confeſt, what you ſay is true z there is a great 
difference amongſt Learned men, in their computation of Danx- 
ePs weeks 5, they are not agreed as I ſaid before, at which of the 
Commandments for the building of Fer«/alen: they do begin ; 
nor at the which of theſe Two ſealons they end, whether at 
the death of the Meſhah, or at the utter ſubverſion and de-: 
ſtruion of the Temple at Feruſalem. And there is fome dif- 
ference alſo in their Accounts, which is occaſtoned by the defe&t 
of Hiſtory ; the number and years of the Perſian Kings, 
through whoſe reigns that Account runs, is differently vs 
by moſt authentick Hiſtorians : But all this doth nothing invali- 
date my-Argument, nor iis that at all concerned in the Chrono- 
logical computation of thoſe times, or of Daniel's weeks, It is 
fuRfcient to my-purpoſe, that by the conſent of all, the time is 
long ſince paſt, and. therefore the Meſhah is long fince come, 
And this I might further tell you, That the differences amongſt 
the Fews about the beginning and ending of the Seventy years 
Captivity, are more, and greater than the differences amongſt 
Chriſtians about the Seventy weeks in this Prophefie : Yea, the 
ancient Fews.were ſo convinced the Meſſiah was to come about 
the time that theſe Seventy weeks did determine , that nothing 
extraordinary did appear in any perſon, but preſently they were 
ineluſpence whether he were the Meſſiah. Yea, Foſephws tells us 
in his Seventh Book of the Few:ſbþ Wars, That it was their confi- 
dent expetation- of the Meſſiah's coming about that ſeaſon, 
that put, them upon that unequal and fatal War with the Ro+ 
mans, Yea, andthe Talmud tells us, they were the more ob- 
ſtinate in- the War, by their dayly and hourly expeRation, that 
their Meſſiah, 'who. was to come about that time, would ap- 
pear to their help ;. and ſeeing ( as they thought )) he came 
net then, they have now no other account or reckoning : Yea, 
in their Talmud they curſe: thoſle,who compute the timem which 
the Meſſiah ſhall come, | Wo 
.- After a little pauſe, . when nothing was objeRed , Mr. B. 
proceeded and faid, I ſhall turn you- tothe third and laſt Teſti- 
mony that Iſhall bring to prove: the Mefliah is long fince come 
and that is in the Prophecy of Adalachi, (hap. 3, 1, Behold, 1 
T4 ; Ss wik 


| Ln] 
will ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the way before me, and 
the Lord whom ye ſeek be ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple, even 
phe meſſenger of the ((ovenant whom you delight in, behold: he ſhall 


come, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. That the Meſſiah is the ſubject - 
here ſpoken of, is granted by the Fews themſelves, eAben Ezra, . 


Rainbam, and Kimchy, and others of your learned Mafters apply 


this Prophecy to him. The words of K:mchy are exprets : Thus - 


i the King, the Meſſiah, and this is the Angel of the Covenant, 
The Meſſiah was the Lord whom the Fews your fathers ſought, 
whoſe coming they long looked for, and earneſtly prayed for. 


He was the Angel of the Covenant, Gods meſſenger, who was, 
as we obſerved before out of Danzel, to confirm the Covenant. . 


with many. By him the new Covenant was to be confirmed and 
ratified. Now that which is predicated of the: Meſſah by this 


Prophet is this, that he ſhovld come ſuddenly to his Temple 3 


his coming there muſt be whilſt the Temple was yet ſtanding and 


in being. And tis for this reaſon that the Prophet Haggai tells - 


us, Hag. 2. 9.. that the glory of the latter Houſe ſhall be grea- 
ter than the former, becauſe the Meſhah who's there called the- 


_ defire of all Nations, ſhall ina little while come to it, and afford 
it: his Perſonal preſence. You know your ſzlves that in reſpe& + - 


of any other glory,the latter Temple was far inferior to the for- 
mer, It was not comparable with it for magnificence of ſtrudure; 
hence it is that thoſe of the fathers who were ancient men, and 
had ſeen the firſt houſe, when the ioundation of the other was 
laid, they wept with a loud voice ; it grieved them to think, 
what a diſproportion there was like to: be betwixt the former 
and the latter Houſe: TL | 
R. F. But this ſecond Temple was greatly beautified and en-: 
larged by Herod about 30D years after it was-built, and it mighc 


be ſaid with reſpect thereto, that the glory. of the latter Houſe. - 


ſhould be great above that of the former. 


; Mr. B. *Tis true, the latter Houſe was greatly beautified by . 
Herod, but it does not appear that it was enlarged by him he: - 
built it higher, but it was ſtill upon the old foundation:z and! 


when he had:finifhed what he undertook, there was no. compa-- 


riſon. betwixt- this and-the:-former Temple. Do but conſider. the: | 


Treaſure that David- provided; beſides what Solomen:added: for. 
the building of the firſt Houſe, we find it was 100000 Talents 


of Gold; and 1000000 Talents of Silyer,. befidesBraſsand.Iron - 
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without weight, We may rationally compute, that Herod in 
all his wealth and glory was not worth one tenth part of this 
Treaſure nay all Herods revenue was hardly ſufficient to find 
Bread for Solomons Workmen, which were above 3 zo0co mens 
nor is it likely that he employed fo many in the whole work as 
Solomon did to overlee his Labourers. But belides the Magnifi- 
cence of the Fabrick, there were ſundry priviledges which add- 
ed a great glory to the firſt Temple, that were wanting in the-ſe- 
cond, | viz, Fire from Heaven to conſume the Sacrifices, Urim 
and Thammim, the Ark of the Covenant, the Mercy-ſeat, the 
Cherubims, and Oracles from thence, the Cloud filling the 
Temple, the ſpirit of Prophecy ; theſe indeed were the chiefeſt 
glory of the-firſt Temple ; and the Fews acknowledge this, as 
they do in their :Talwud, that all thele priviledges and pledges 
of Gods Preſence were wanting in the tecond Temple ; with 
what face then can you compare the one with the other, or pre- 


fer the glory of the one to the glory of the other ? There was 


nothing doubtlcſs that gave the latter Houle this preference, or 
rendered it more glorious than the former, but his coming to it, 
and appearing in it, who was the Lord whom they ſought, and 
who was the deſire of all Nations, or one to be defired by 
them. TO rr 

The exhibiting of him. to the world, was the end of the buil- 
ding of the Temple, 'and of all the worſhip therein performed ; 
and ſo by his coming unto it, more abundant honour and glory 
was confer'd upon it. | ES 

Thus, 1 hope, I have ſufficiently. proved that the Meſſhnah was 
to come during the ſtanding of the ſecond Temple, ' and that 
being long ſince utterly deſtroyed (as it has been for above theſe 
1600 years) it muſt needs follow that the Meſſiah is long fince 
come, which was the thing ro be proved. | : 

R. F. Sir | muſt needs acknowledg you have offer'd and urg*d 
ſtrong arguments to prove the Meſſiah is already come , and I 
may not concealit from you;that many-oi-our Maſters have been 
long of this mind, and that for our ſins. (which are 'many and 
great) he is kept hid in Paradite, -or-in the Sea,: or that he dwells: 
among'the Lepers at'the Gates of;Rome, waiting for a call from 
Heaven, | to:go and gather the diſperſed Fews,. arid deliver them. 
out of the hands of thoſe that ride upon their backs z therefore 
tuppoſe we.grant your firſt aſſertion, That>the.MeMah is long 

x 


ſince 
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fince come, how will you prove your fecond, that Jeſus of z- 
xareth is he. | 

Mr. B. To that Inow haſten, and I do not doubt but by Gods 
affiſtance to make it manifeſt beyond all contradition. Two Ar. 
guments only ſhall be inſiſted upon. 

1. That Feſw of Nazareth hath no other to ſtan] in competi- 
tion with him. , 

2+ That all chat was propheſi:d of old touching the Meſſiah, is 
verified and fulfilled in him. 

1.. That Feſ#s of Nazareth hath no other to ſtand in competi- 
tion with him; it is a remarkable Providence of God that he 

ſhould be without a competitor, that there is none elle (th2 Fews 
themſelves being Judges) that can have the title, dignity or office 
of the Meſſiih appropriated to him. *Tis true there have b:en 
ſome Pſeudo Meſſiahs, or pretenders: to this dignity, but they 
are difclaim'd by your ſelves as ſeducers and cauſers of great 
miſery to your people and Nation. Of this fort was Theudas and 

Fudas of Galilee ; but the more famous falſe Me(hah was Bar- 

chochab-che ſon- of the Star ;, he feign'd himſelf to be. the Meſſiah, 

and ſaid that Scripture was ſpoken of him, There ſhall come a Star 
out of Facob, &*. Rabbi Akiba, a man of great fame in thoſe 
times, when he ſaw him, ſaid, This « the King, the Meſſr ih, This 

Barchocbab was (as ſome affirm} in Feruſalem before its deftrui- 

on, and Akzba applied unto hin that of the-Pcophet Haggas, 

The deſire of all Nations ſhall come, To him not only the common 

people, hut the chief Doors and Rabbies did join themſelves,and 

aided him againtthe Romans until he periſht himſelf, and caufed 
many others to periſh with him. About 45S years after the De- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem (if we may credit the moſt approved Hi- 
ſtorians of thoſe times) roſe another cheat called Bencozbi, (fome 
indeed of the Fewiſh Writers will have this B:ncozb: and the 
forementioned Barchochab to be the ſame perſon.) In ſhort this 
is his Hiftory : The Fews that remained after Feruſalem was de- 
ſtroyed, made a City called Breter, the Metropolis or chief feat 
of the Kingdom, and took this falſe Chriſt for their King. The 
E nperour A4driarz befieged them in-this City, and at length he 
took it, and cut off the head of Bencozbi.- In this War they that 
ſpea' of the leaſt, affirm-that 450920 Fews loſt their lives; and 
ſuch a devaſtation was made of the whole Nation, as that to this 
day they could never gather together in conſiderable numbers in 
any 
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any part of the world, In the reign of Theodofiw the ſecond, 


. one Moſes of Crete a&ted the part of a falſe Saviour upon the 


Stage of the World; he gave out that he was a ſecond Adoſes, a 
Prophet fike'unto him, that God had ſent from Heaven, and he 
would lead all the Fews that followed him thorough the Sea to 
the Continent dry-ſhod. , For a year together he perfwaded 
them in their Towns and Cities to leave all and follow him, and 
he would condu them into the promiſed land. At an appointed 
time great multitudes of Men, Women and Children repair to 
him, whom he brings to an high Promontory hanging over the 
Seaz at his command many caſt themſelves down, ſome of which 
were drowned, others were ſaved by Chriſtian Fiſhermen, who 
diſſwaded them (all they could) from ſo mad and murderous an 
at. The Fews ſeeing themſelves deluded, thought to lay hands 
upon the Impoſtor, but their falſe Aoſes (as if he had been a 
true Devil) was gone and vaniſht they knew not how nor whi- 
ther. This occaſioned many Fews to embrace the Chriſtian Faith, 
and to leave that way of 7adaiſm which was ſubje& to ſuch dan- 
gerous and coſtly deceits. In the year 1135, one David Etros,or 


. David & David, gave out that he was the Meſſah, and that 


God had ſent him to deliver his people 1/rae!. The King of Perfia 
(in whoſe Dominions he was) laid hold of him; but he being a 
cunning Magician freed himſelf,and did many pranks to the great 
enraging of that King againſt the Fews. They to prevent the 
ruin that was coming upon them by his means, made a great feaft 
for this mock- Meſſiah, and when he was aſleep in his drunkenneſs 
they cut off his head and preſented it to the Ring, who there- 
upon was appeaſed and reconciled to them. 

We read alſo of one called the King of Thabor, who would 
needs be the Meſſiah, whom Charles the Fifth cauſed to be burnt. 
And Maimonides reckons up four more falſe Chriſts, that did a- 
riſe among the Fews in Spain and France, that brought great mi- 
ſery upon themſelves and their followers. But you have heard 
enough of this ſubje&. Evident it is, that unleſs it be Feſw of 
Nazareth our bleſſed Saviour, there is none that with any colour 
of probability can be ſuppoſed to be the Meſſiah:: To ſay (as you 
hinted but now) that he is kept hid in Paradiſe, or in the Sea, till 
the time of. his ſheiving to 1ſrael, is ſuch a' ridiculous ſubterfuge 
or fancy, that your own Maſters diſclaim it, and all rational con- 
fiderate perſons are aſhamed of it. _ 
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iz. *The fecond Particular that 1 propounded to prove, was 


this, That all that was propheſied of old concerning the Meffiah, 
- is verified and fulfilled in Fe/zzs of Nazareth. The holy Prophets 


(who were divinely inſpired) did plainly deſcribe and charaQe- 
rize him that was to come, to the end the Church might know 
-and receive him at his coming. Now I ſhall ſhew you how all 
the Prophetical CharaQers of the Meſſiah do center in the per- 


- Ton of our bleſſed Saviour. ' © 


1. The promiſed Meffiah'is deſcribed by his lineage and de- 
ſcent : he'was to be of the ſeed of Abraham, of the Tribe of F#- 
'dah, and of the houſe of David; this needs no proof, becauſe 
it is univerſally acknowledged. And yet by the way this very ac- 
knowledgment doth mar all expe&ation of a Meſhah ro come, 
becauſe you. are: now at an utter loſs about all Genealogy ſince 
your diſperſion, and are not in a capacity to diſcover a Mefhah 


by thisScripture-ſign of him. Now that Feſiz2 of Nazareth was 


thus deſcended,may eaſily be demonſtrated ; there is no queſtion 
of his being of the feed of Abraham, and of the Tribe of Zudah: 
the only doubt that can be, is, whether he were of the family of 
"David, unto which the promiſe of the Chriſt was reſtrained. 
Now this is proved at large by two witneſſes, Matthew and Luke, 
who wrote the Hiſtory of his Life in the very age wherein he 


lived. And if it be obje&ed that they were two of his Diſciples, 


and fo their teſtimony in that caſe is not to be taken. I anſwer, 
That the teſtimony they gave as to this matter, was taken out of 
the unqueſtionable records of thoſe times, or elſe why did not 


your fathers except againſt what they wrote ? and why in the - 


midft of their rage againſt him and his followers, was it not once 
obj:ed by them, That he was-not of the family of David, and 
fo could not be the perſon that he pretended to be ? 

R. F. The Hiſtorians you ſpeak of, Matthew and Luke, do 
not at all prove the matter in queſtion, which is, That Fe/#s did 
ſpring from the family of David; for you Chriſtians believe 
that he was conceived of the Holy Ghoſt, and born of Mary 
whilſt a Virgin, and that Foſeph was only his reputed father. 
Now both the Genealogies of JMarthew and Like belong unto 
Foſeph alone, as may appear if you confult the beginning of the 
one,and the end of the other. Seeing then that Feſiw was no '0- 
therwiſe related to Foſeph, but as his mother (as-you affirm) 
was eſpouſed to him, he cannot be reckoned in Foſeph's right to 
belong unto the family of David. C Mr. 
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Mr..B. 1 know this hath been obje&ed of old 5, but the cavil 
is occaſioned through a miſtake : for Lyke gives us direRly the 
Genealogy of the Virgin Mary the Mother of Feſ*s ; and there- 
fore if you compare the Evangeliſts or Hiſtorians, as you call 
them, you'l find that whereas Matthew makes Foſeph to deſcend 
from David by the line of Solomon, Luke makes Mary to deſcend 
from David by the line of Nathan; and Hel: (the laſt that is 
mentioned in that line) was the father of ary, and not of Fe- 
ſeph; only he is ſaid to be Helz*s ſon, becauſe his daughter was le- 
gally contraQed or eſpouſed to him. And though the Genealogy 
recorded by Matthew, be the Genealogy of Foſeph, and not of 
Mary, from David downward ; yet herein he proceeds according 
to the Laws of Genealogies, and the legal- way of proving one 


to be of ſuch a tribe or family. A woman, whatever tribe or | 


family ſhe was of before, after contra of Marriage, ſhe was 
legally accounted to be of that family into which by her Eſpou- 
fals ſhe was engrafted : and of that family, and no other was 
-he to be reckoned, who was born of her after ſuch Eſpouſals. 
And this legal relation or tranſlation of families, Zake lſeems to 
intimate, when he tays, That the mother of Feſus was eſpouſed to 
4 mau whoſe name was Foſeph, of the family of David. There be- 
ingno reaſon to mention his family, but to ſhew that the Genea- 
logy of Feſus (the ſon of her who was eſpouſed to him_) was con- 
cerned therein. * | 

This may juſtifie the method of fatthew in recording the 
Genealogy of Feſus, by reckoning up the progenitors of his 
{ſuppoſed father z for if you conſider how Genealogies are not 
reckoned by women, there was no better or ſurer way of de- 
claring his pedigree who deſcended of ary, than by his to 
whom ſhe was ſo nearly related. Although it was not without a 
remarkable providence, that Fe/ws on both ſides deſcended 
(that is from his mother and ſuppoſed father too) from the fami- 
ly and houſe of David. 

R. 7. Sir, your arguing hath ſtrength in it 3 but yet give me 
leave to tell you, that it doth much invalidate the teſtimony of 
theſe two Hiſtorians, that they do not altogether agree in their 
Genealogies ; and our learned men have obferved ſeveral omiſſi- 
ons and corruptions, eſpecially in atthew*s Genealogy ; and if 1 
had my Books by me, I could ſhew you many knots therein,which 
I believe you will never be able to untye, ; 

Mr. 3. 
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Mr.3, 1 do confeſs. the Gengalogies.of Matthew and'Luke are 
not without their difficulties; but þ will aſure-you they; are far 


from being;inſoluble or.infuperable z.and if-you pleaſe (when:yor: 


have conſulted your authors)to bring or ſend me your objeRions, 
I here promiſe you to return a full and fatisfaory anſwer there- 
unto, and I queſtion not (by Gods aſſiſtance) but I ſhall convince 
you that there is neither contradiction nor corruption in the Ge- 
nealogies of theſe two Evangeliſts. 

R. F. You promiſe very fairly. I pray proceed. 

Mr. B. The promiſed. Meſſiah is deſcribed, as by his lineage 
and deſcent, ſo in. the ſecond place by the manner of his birth 
and produQion z as he was to be an extraordinary perſon, ſo he 
was to be born and brought forth in an extraordinary manner 
that is, he was to be born of a Virgin that never knew a man : 
this indeed was implied in that firſt promiſe which God made to 
our firſt Parents,where he is called the ſeed of the woman. But *tis 
expreſt by the Prophet 1/aiah, Chap. 75.14. Behold, a Virgin ſhall 
conceive and bear a ſon, and ſball call his name Immanuel. For the 
better underſtanding of this excellent Prophecy, you may pleaſe 
to.take notice how Ahaz and his people were-under great con= 
ſternation by reaſon- of the invalion of two potent Princes; 
whereupon 1ſatah is ſent unto him with good tidings,that though 
theſe two Princes had taken evil counſel againſt him, it ſhould not 
ſtand, but they ſhould be diſappointed and broken. eAbax gave little 
credit to the words of the:Prophet, hereupon he bids him to ask 
a ſign either in heaven or in earth. Ahaz refuſeth to ask a "gs 
and adds that he will not tempt the Lord, Whether he ſpoke this 
hypocritically, as pretending great veneration and reſpe& to that 
command, where tis written, Tho ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God; or whether he ſpoke it prophanely, as not being willing to 
try or truſt the Lord, and commit the event of that buſineſs un- 
to. him, becauſe he had'reſolved to ſend to the King of Aſfyria 
for help, I ſhall not now diſpute ; the Prophet he ſharply repre- 
hends him, and tells him, though he would not ask a fign, yet God 
would give a ſign, he would do it voluntarily and of his own 
accord, A Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, &c. As if he had 
ſaid, you think God-is not. able or willing to ſave you from 
theſe two Kings, he'l give you an inſtance of greater power and 

oodneſs than this, he'l ſend the Meſſhah that ſhall ſave you 
om. worſe and greater enemies _ thoſe 3 he'l-work a _ 
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cle, to cauſe a woman to conceive without any conjunRion with 
man, and therefore he is ſurely able to ſave you out of the hands 
of theſe men 3 he*l make good his word concerning his giving 
his ſon to ſave you from your ſins ; much more will he make ' 
good his word concerning the ſaving you from the hands of 
your enemies, 

 R.F. We conceive this Prophecy doth no way relate to the 
birth of Jeſus of Nazareth, we know that Jatthew fo ap-. 
plys it, but we think impertinently ; for the birth of the child 
here promifed,was to be a ſign to eLhaz of his deliverance from 
thoſe two Kings that now came up againſt him ; and of this the ' 
birth of Feſws (if he were the Meſſiah) was not a proper pledge 
or aſſurance, becauſe he was not born till ſame hundreds of / 
years afterwards. 

Mr. B. *Tis not unuſual for thoſe things to be promiſed 
for ſigns, which do not exiſt in themſelves, until after the ac- 
compliſhment of thoſe things whereof they arc ſigns ;, inſtances 
of this abound in Scripture, ſee Exod: 3. 12.. God there tells 
Moſes that this ſhould be a ſign that he had ſent him to Pharaob, - 
the children of Iſrael in after times ſhould ſerve him upon that 
mountain where now he appeared to him. A further inſtance of 
this you have in _ 7. 10, though the thing it ſelf in its ex- 
iſtence can't be made a ſign, yet it may-in the promiſe and pre- 
dition of it;. hereby their faith is 'confirmed who live in the. 
time of the aQtual accompliſhment of ſuch promiſes. And as to 
the caſe in hand, God.toth here aſſure 4Ahaz and the houſe ' 
of David, that he would as certainly make good - his promiſe * 
in delivering them from the hands of thoſe they fear*d, as he - 
would fulfill that -great promiſe of -bringing forth the Meſſiah, -. 
and that in:a- miraculous way, for: that he ſhould be conceived 
and born of a Virgin.. | E 

RF. Butpray, Sir, conſider what follows; that the delive. ' 
rance here promiſed from thoſe two Kings, yea their ruin and * 
deſtrution, was to be wrought before this child ſhould come to 
years of diſcretion, which is meant by his knowing to refuſe the * 
evil,and chuſe the: good. i H Fs 2 

Mr. B.-It does 'not appear that he ſpeaks afterwards in the” 
16..verſe -of the'{ame child that he doth:in this 14 verſe; ?tis 
evident he makes uſe of 'another word in the 'Hebrew, - and it : 
ismore than probable that he ſpeaks' of another child 3 if = | 
: OR I R/ - * : ook: . 
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took into the beginning of the Chapter, you fhall find the Pro- 
phet ( and that by the eſpecial command of God ) took with 
him Shear-jaſhub his own Son, when he went with this Meſſage 
unto the King, This you may ſuppoſe, was for ſome particular 
reaſon or end in the Meſſage which he was to deliver 3 his Son 
being then bur a: Child, could be of no uſe in that whole tran(- 
ation , unleſs 1t were to be an inſtance of ſomething to be 
{poken or done 3 - and doubtleſs this Son of his, was the young 
Child he there intends and inftanceth in, before whoſe growing 


up to years of diſcretion, thoſe Kings of Damaſcus and Samaria 


ſhould be deſtroyed. 
Yet if you ſhould quarrel with: this Interpretation, there is 
no force in your objection; for this phrafe doth import no mote 


but this, That in as ſhort a ſpace of time theſe two Kings ſhall 


be deſtroyed, as any Child, or this promiſed Child,. when he 
ſhall be born, ſhall come to the uſe of reaſon and underſtanding. 

R. F. Suppoſe I ſhould grant what youſay, yet this Prophe- 
cy isnot for your purpoſe ; for the word that you render a Vir- 
gin, doth ſignifie any young Woman, whether ſingle or Marri- 


ed: Nay, in the Proverbs of Solomon, it is uſed tor a Hatlot- 


I do not ſee therefore why you Chriſtians ſhould put fo much 
ſtreſs or weight upon it. 


Mr. B.- If this cavil hath any truth in it, I will yield the 
Cauſe. There are but two ways to know the ſignification of # 


word ;- either it mult be from the Etimology, or conſtant uſe of 
itz as to the Erimology of the word, you know it is from Alam; 
which ſignifies to hide ; which in Niphat is hidden or kept cloſe. 
Hence is eAl»ah a Virgin, and ſhe is fo called from her being 
unknown by man, or from the cuſtom in thoſe eaſtern Coun- 
tries, where Virgins were hid and kept cloſe from all common 


Converſation. The Grec:ans allo, for the fame reaſon, called 


Virgin: Recluſes, or perſons 'ſbut up. This'then is the deriva- 
tion of the word, and it properly ſignifies. an-unknowa and an 
untoucht Virgin. As to the conſtant uſe of it, I can boldly af- 
firm, that wherever you meet with it in-Scripture, it hath the 
ſame ſignification. It is ſeveral'times uſed in the Scripture in 
this ſenſe, andinno other : as for that place in the Proverbs (1 
know what you mean) *tis in Chap. 30. 19, there egur liys; 
There are three things which are too wonderful for him, yea; four 
which he kpew not 5 and that fourth was, rhe way of. 4 man with 
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[ 20 |] 
a maid, Here is the. ſame word, and it muſt fignifie, ſay you 
Fews, in this place a Harlot : But we Chriſtiansſce no necefſity, of 
it; we think an unſpotted Virgin is here allo intended 5, and that 
by the way of a man with 4 maid, eAgur intends nothing elſe, 
but the way and manner of men in uſing crafty devices to cor- 
rupt Virgins, and to compaſs their luſt upon them; This is 
ſuch as a good man is ignorant of. Thus you ſee, that if you 
conſider the word either in its derivation, or conſtant fignifica- 
tion, it muſt be underſtood of an unſpotred Virgin, and no other. 
And that it ſhould be ſo underſtood in this place, I have yet a 
further reaſon,becaule it is ſome miraculous thing which is above, 
and contrary to the ordinary courſe of nature that is here ſpoken 
of ; and therefore ?tis uſher'd in with a note'of attention, Be- 
bold! and *tis given by God himſelf as a miraculous ſign, as 
great or greater than Ahaz could have asked, either in Heaven 
or in Earth: and therefore *ris ridiculous to underſtand it ( as 
you Jews would have it) of an ordinary conception and birth, 
or of another womans conceiving and bearing a Son, How 
could that be a prodigy or a, miraculous ſign, which was done 
every hour in the day. | | 

R. F. But till this can't be meant of Jeſus the Son of Mary, 
becauſe the name of this Child was to be Immanuel. 

Mr. B. By what I have already heard from you, I take. you 
to be a man of greater reading and underſtanding, than to think 
there is any force in this obje&ion z when the Prophet ſays his 
name ſhall be cald Immanuel,he intends what heſhball be and do, 
and not what he ſhall commonly be calld or nam'd. The plain 
meaning is, he ſhall be Immanuel, that is, God with us, or God 
and man in one perſon; and his work ſhall be to reconcile God 
to man, and man to God. Pray, S:r, let me deſire you to look 
a little further, and you'l find in the ninth Chapter of this Pro- 
phecy, a parallel place; *Tis faid in.ver/. 6, that unto ws a child is 
born, unto wa ſon u given, the government ſhall be upon his ſhoul- 
der , and his name frat be called Wonderful , Counſellor , the 
mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace. This 
is a manifeſt Prophecy of the Meſſiah ; but do you think that 
theſe are his proper names? or rather is not this the meaning, 
that he ſhall be all that is there expreſt? and how often in 0- 
ther places is a thing faid to be call'd that which it is in its be- 
ing, quality, or creation? 

RP. 


[ 2T ] 
R. F. 1 atm amaz'd at your Anſwers! I made no doubt of 
wreſting this Scripture out of your hands. I pray go on. $ 
Mr. B. The promiſed Meſhhah is deſcribed in the 3d place, as 
by the manner, fo by the place of his birth. This was foretold 
by the Prophet Micah, chap 5.2, to be Bethlehem Epbratah ; 
the words are theſe, Thou Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be 
little among the thouſands of Fudah, yet :out of thee ſhall he come 
forth unto me, that ts, to be ruler in [ſrael ; whoſe goings forth 
have beeen from of old, from the days of eternity. That the 
Meffiah is here ſpoken of, is the acknowledgement of the Fews 
themſelves. The Chaldee Paraphraſi thus reads the words , 
Out of thee ſhall come forth to me the Meſſiah, who ſhall have the 
rule. That the place of the Meffiah*s birth is here propheſied 
of, this alſo is acknowledged by the Fews, as well as the Chri- 
ftians: when Herod of old demanded where the Chriſt ſhould 
be born, the chief Prieſts and Scribes affirmed ( and that unani- 
mouſly ) that he was to be born at Bethlehem, and proved what 
they affirmed by this Prophecy of Micah. That Feſws our 
Bleſſed Saviour was born or brought forth at Bethlehem, is too 
manifeft to be denied : The wonderful Providence of God in 
bringing this about, is not to be paſt over in ſilence, Foſeph 
( his ſuppoſed Father )) and Mary his Mother, lived in Galilee 
in-a mean condition, and had no deſign, either of dwelling in 
Bethlehem, or taking a journey thither. But about that ſeaton, 
when ſhe was big with Child, there went out a Decree from 
Ceſar Auguſtus, That all perſons ſhould be taxed, and they muſt 
repair to the City or Village to which they belong, in order 
thereunto ; this brought Foſeph and ary at this time to Beth- 
lehem : this ſhewed to what houſe and lineage they belonged, 
even that of David, as I ſaid before. It was God ſurely that put 
this into Ce/ars mind, or elſe why could they not have been 
taxed in the places where they dwelt or reſided: but to Bethle- 
hem they muſt come, and that for a double Reaſon ( which the 
only wife God forelaw ) : Firſt, That they may be publickly 
enrolled for branches of David's family. And then ſecondly, 
That [eſus might be brought forth there according to this Pro- 
phecy. Let this be further noted, That an end is nowput to 
the Fews expeRation of another Meſſiah, becauſe Berhleherz is 
long ſince utterly deſtroyed, and is now neither great nor ſmal 
in the thouſands of F#dab, MW there be no ſuch place as _ 
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lehem , *tis ridiculous in the Fews to expe@t -the Chriſt from 
thence. | X 

R. F. Pray, Sir, proceed. h 

Mr. B. The promiſed Meſſiah is deſcribed in the 42h place, by 
his offices which he ſhould cxecute ; the firſt is that of a King. 
In the place but now cited out of Micah, he was to be Ruler or 
King in Iſrael. Tach. 9.9, Rejoyce greatly, O daughter of Sion, 
ſhout O daxghter of Feruſulem, thy King cometh unto thee, he i 
1ſt, and having ſalvation, lowly, and riaing upon an Aſs, and 
upon a Colt the fole of an eAſs. You Fews expeCt a pompous 
Prince or King, that like another elexander ſhall War with 
the Nations of the World, and as a triumphing Conqueror over- 
come them; that ſhall redeem you out of your captivity in all 
lands, and reſtore you again to your own land. Do but ſearch 
the Scripture, and you'l find no promiſe of ſuch a Prince or 
King; He # lowly, taith Zachary, riding upon an Aſs ;, he con- 
feſt indeed he was a King, but with all, he ſaid his Kingdom 
was not of this world; No, as it is an everlaſting, ſo it is a ſpi- 
ritual Kingdom z he rules in the hearts of his Subje&s, he makes 
them a willing and obedient people in the day of his power ;, he 
makes all his SuhjeQs Kings, and hath provided for every one 
of them a Kingdom. The 24 office is that of a Prieſt, David 
ſpeaking of him in P/al. 110, ſays, Thox art a Prieſt for ever 
after the order of Melchizedeck, His Prieſthood was not tempo- 
rary, as eAarons was, but *tis an everlaſting and unchangeable 
Prieſthood : the High Prieſt of old was but a Type of him ; he 


offered up himſelf to God and the Father, a ſacrifice of a ſweet 


ſmelling ſavour ; by which offering he hath perfetted for ever 
them that are ſanitsfied, and made reconciliation for their ſins, 
be by his own blood ( not the blood of Bulls and Goats, which 
could not poſſibly take away fins, but by his own blood ) z en- 
rred into the holy place, (not that made with hands, which alfo 
was but a figure or Type, but) into Heaven it elf, where be ap- 
pears in the preſence of God for us, | 

The Third Office is that of a Prophet ; ſo 7oſes told your 
Fathers of old, Der. 18. 19, That God would raiſe them up a 
Prophet from among their. brethren, like unto him, and he would 
put words in his mouth, and he ſhould ſpeak, all that he ſhould 
command him; and whoſoever would not hearken to his words, 
God would require it of him. The accompliſhment of this ex- 
| g cellent 


 defpiſing and diſobeying the _—_— Prophets, were only for a 


. 29 ] 

cellent Prophecy is in the perſon of Jefus of Nazareth z he was 
not only anointed to be a King, and a Prieſt, but a Prophet 
too ; he was raifed up from amongſt your brethren ( as you have 
heard ); he was like unto doſes: the other Prophets. that ſuc- 
ceeded in their feveral generations, were none of them like unto 
him ; they inſtituted no new Laws or ordinances for the worſhip 
and ſervice of God ; they all built upon that foundation which 
he laid 3 this honour God confer*d upon ſes to be a Lawgiver 


| to his people : but now in after-times there was a Prophet to 
ariſe which ſhould be like unto him, and the ſimilitude conſiſted 


mainly in this, -That he ſhould make new Laws and Ordinances in 
the Church; and who was this Prophet, but the bleſſed Jelus ? 
He hath revealed the Mind and Will of God in another manner 


- than ever Moſes did; he hath diſcover'd the myſtery and meaning 


of all the 2Zoſaical Ordinances and Inſtitutions; their nature, 
uſe and end, was unknow to your Fathers, though they. were day- 


-ly converſant in and about them. 


I dare affirm, that we have thouſands of illiterate perſons: a- 
mongſt us Chriſtians, that can give a far better account of the 


- uſe, and end, of all che Moſaical Rites, Inſtitutions and Sacrifices» 


than the moſt learned Kabbins that you have, or that your 
Church ever had ; and having unvail*d and aboliſh'd the old, he 
hath ſuperinduc*'d new Ordinances and Inſtitutions, ſuch as are 
more ealie-and intelligible, and better ſuited to the adult ſtate 


of his Church and people; and in this he hath ſhewed hithſelf 


a Prophet like unto ſes, yea, a greater Prophet than he-:: 
And with this agrees the teſtimony of the ancient Fews. The 
Author of Sopher Ikkarim, thus writes, In all that ſpace of time, 


. wherein the Prophets follow'd Moſes, until the ceaſing of Prophecy, © 


there was none like unto him, but hereafter ſhall ariſe a Prophet 
(even the Meſſiah) who ſhall be like him, yea, a oreater Prophet than 
Moſes was. Now to cloſe my diſcourte upon this head, let me 
ſhew you how the commination contain*d in thisProphecy is fallen 
upon your people and Nation. God doth here threaten, that 
he will require it of him, or them, who ſhall not hearken to the words 
of this Prophet. There is evidently a Adciofes in the . words, 
that is, there is more implyed than is expreſt: the meaning is, 
that he will utterly deſtroy or reje& ſuch for their diſobedience. 
How ſadly is this fulfilled in the event? Your Fathers, who for 
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24 } 
ſeaſon correRed and chaſten'd, and after a while delivered again 
out of their greateſt miſeries ; they and their Children for their 
dilobedience to this Prophet, are utterly cut off and extermi- 
nated , ſo ſeverely: hath God required this at their hands. 

R. F. Pray Sir go on. | 

Mr. B. 1 ſhall add but one deſcription more of the promiſed 
Meſſiah; he is in the 5th place deſcribed by his. great ſufferings 
which he was to undergo in the days of his fleſh... The Fews, as.l 
faid before , they expeRted a conquering, and not a ſuffering 


Meſſiah ; nothing could be more contrary to. their expeRation, . 


than a Meſſah that ſhould live in a_ low. and mean condition, 
{ubje& to all the miſeries of this lite, and at-laſt to death itſelf; 
therefore this note, or deſcription of him, is more fully aſſerted 
than alÞthe reſt : this was more than implied in that fr promile 
or Prophecy, where the Eord ſays, #*hat the ſeed of the ſerpent 
ſhalt bruiſe his heel. *Tis worthy of our obſervation, that all.the 
particularities of Chriſts later ſufferings, even thoſe that ſeemed 
to be moſt calua!l, were foxeknown of God, and-foretold in his 
word. As now for inſtance, his being betrayed. by one of his 
friends, familiars and followers; of this David ſpake as a Type 
of Chriſt, P/al.- 41. 9, Mine own- familiar friend »in. whom I 
truſted, which did eat of my bread, hath lift up his. heel againſt 
me, See further in Pſ/al. 55. Again thefelling of him for Thirty 
pieces of ſilver ( which was the goodly price he was prized at ) and 
the uſe that this money ſhould afterwaras be put to ( even to make 4 
purchaſe of a potter ) this was {poken of by Zachariah, chap. 11, 
12,13, Again, tie flight of his followers, an their forſaking 
of him, was foretold by the ſame Prophet, Zach. | 3 7, Awake, 
O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, and-againſt the man that is my 
fellow, faith the Lord of hoſts;, [mite the ſinpherd, and the ſheep 
ſhall be ſcattered. Again, the levere and fordid uſage he met 
with by being ſcourged, buffetec, and ſpit upon, was allo pro- 
pheſied of, Iſa. 50. 6, there the Meſhah is brought in ſpeaking 
after this manner , The Lord hath given me the tongue of the 
learned, &c. and then it follows, 1 gave my back to the ſmiters, 
and my cheeks to then; that plucit off the hair +, I hid not my face 


from ſhame and ſpitting. Azain, his death was foretold by Da- 
' azel, that it ſhould: be a violent death, Dan. yg. 26, After three- 


ſeore and*two weeks ſhall Meſſiuh be cut off,- but nat for himſelf. 
Agam, his beinglifted upupona Crofs, that was prefigured and 
So fore- 


L 25 | 
foreteld by 2oſes when he lifted up the Serpent in the wilder- 
neſs; and by David, when ſpeaking in the perſon of Chriſt, 


he ſays, Pſal. 22. 14, All my bones are out of joyuts Again, the 


piercing of his hands and: feet, that was ſpoken of in the ſame 
Pſalm, verſ. 16, They pierced my hands and my feet. And Zacbary 
ipeaks how the Fews in the laft days ſhall look oz him whom they 
bave pierced. That paſſage about their parting his Garments, 
was predited in the fame Pſalm, verſ. 18, They parted my gar- 
ments amongſt them, and caſt lots upen my veſture. In that Pſalm 
allo you will find a predi&ion of that cruel mocking and deri- 
fion that he met withal, wer/. 7, All they that ſee me, laugh me 
to ſcorn, they ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake the head , ſaying, he 
truſted in the Lord that he would deliver him, let him deliver bum, 
ſeeing he delighted in him, Yea, that bitter cry that came from 
him upon the Crols is recorded in this Pſalmverſ. 1, My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me? Yea, their giving him Gall and 
Vinegap to drink, that alſo is foreſpoken of P/al.'69. 21, They 
gave me alſo gall for meat, and in my thirſt they gave me vinegar 
fo drink; All theſe things were done, not only to fatisfie the 
luſts and wills of men, but to fulfill the Scripture, the Word of 
God. There is one place in Iſaiah, Chap. 5 3, of that Prophecy, 
that ſpeaks more amply of this ſubjeR, and indeed it ſeems ra> 
ther to be a Hiſtory than a Prophecy of Chriſts ſufferings. It 
begins with a deſcription of his mean and low condition, He 
ſhall grow up as a tender plant, not as a tall and ſtately Cedar ; 
but as a ſhrub or tender plant ready to be cropt by every beaſt, 
and to betrod under by every foot: and as a root out- of a ary 


round; this may relpe& the family of Foſeph and Mary, out of 


which heſprang, and the low and contemptible condition there- 
of; he was fo unſuitable to the expeRation of the Fews who 
lookt for a Meſſiah ( as I ſaid before) that ſhould be a tem- 
poral Monarch, ſhining in outward glory, and ruling with viſt- 
ble power and greatneſs; that when he came, they hid their fa- 
ces from him, they deſpiſed and eſteemed him not ; when they law 
him, he had zo formor comlineſs for which they. ſhould. deſire him. 
In the next place the Prophet deſcribes his ſufferings and afflicti- 


ons, and- this he doth in great variety of expreſſions; he ſpeaks 


of him asa man of ſorrows,. ard acquainted with grief, who bore 


our priefs, carried our ſorrows, was ſmitten of God, and afflict= 


ed; who was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, brui'ed for our 1m 
: D 2 quities, 
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uitres, the chaſtiſement of our peave was upon him,” and with his 
ripes we are hraled : all we like ſheep have gone aſtray, and the 
Lord hath taid on him the iniquities of ms all. He was oppreſſed, 
and he was afflicted, yet he epened not his month ;, he u brought as 
alambro'the ftaughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers us dumb, 
fo the opened not his mouth. Fe was cnt off out of the land of the 
living : for the tranſgreſſion of my people was he ftricken. it pleaſed 
the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath put him to grief. He hath pour- 
ed out his ſoul unto cleath, he was numbred with tranſgrefſors, and 
he. bore the ſin of many. 1 ſhall not ſtand now to openall theſe 
propherical paſſages, and apply them to Chriſt. *Tis the man- 
ner of the Prophets to ſpeakof things to come, as if they were 
paſt or preſent, and that is the reafon why 1/aiab ſpeaks all a- 
long in the paſt or preſent tenſe. This is \uch a Prophecy of 
Chrift as belongs to him, not only properly, but immediately. 
In-other places and prophecies ( eſpecially in the Pſalms) David 
or ſome -other as a Type of Chriſt is ſpoken of in the firſt place, 
when the Meſhah is principally intended ; but here it is quite 
otherwiſe, Chriſt himſelf is immediately ſpoken of. That the 
Meſſiah is here intended, is confeſt by your ancient Maſters ; 
the Chaldee Paraphraſt expreſly names the Meſſiah, and inter- 
prets the whole chapter of him. . So doth the Targuw and the 
Talmud ir elf, In Alſhech on the very place, it is thus written, 
That zt #5 concerning Meſſiah the King that theſe words are ſpoken, 
and this he lays, is determined by our Maſters with one conſent. 
In vain therefore do ſome-later Fews attempt to make Foſiah or 
Feremiah,. or the whole body-of the nation, the ſubje& of this 
Prophecy. To which of thele can all or any indeed of the fore- 
mentioned paſſages in any tolerable ſenſe be accommodated? 
Rightly therefore doth one call this Chapter of 1ſaiah, the ror- 
ture or race, of . the-Fewiſh Rabbins. . Hulſins the Hebrew Profeſ- 
{or in Breda, informs us in a late Treatiſe of the Few:ſp Theolo- 
gy , how ſome Fews told him that their Maſters could eaſily - 
have extricated themſelves from all other places in the Prophets, 
x Jſaiab in this place had but held his peace : though that was 
' but a vain boaſt, becauſe other Prophecies ( ſome of which you 
have now heard ) are as perplexing to them as this. Yet it ap- 
pears by their own confeſſion, that this Prophecy doth greatly 
hamper and entangle them, Yea, the very reading and peru- 


ſing of this place of Scripture ( which is one cauſe why 1 am ſo-- 
| h ai $-.. 


long 


Lan) 


ſong upon it ) hath been a means of converting many 7ews to - 


the Chriſtian Religion. Hear the confeſſion of Zobannes 1/aacs 
a German Few, and afterwards a Chriſtian Profeſſor at Cologne, 
Anno 1558. This, ſaith he, i do ingenuouſly proſels, that the 
53 of 1/aiab did draw me to the Chriſtian Faith ; for more than 
a thouſand times have I read that Chapter thorow, and I have 
accurately compar'd it with many Tranſlations, and have found 
that there is a hundred times more myſtery concerning Chriſt 


contain'd in the Hebrew Tcxt, than can be found in any other: 


Tranſlation ; and then he declares how at Frank ford he Cilputed 
with Five Rabbins, and from this very Chapter did {o ſtop their 
mouths, that they had not one word to anſwer. Andradin tells 
us how he knew ſeveral Fews inhabitants of the inner Africa, who 
by reading and ruminating upon this very Scripture, were incuc't 
to leave their friends and eſtates, and with inflamed deſires to 


conſecrate themſelves to Chriſt:He adds,that he askt ſome of them. 


what it was in that 53 of Iſaiah, that wrought ſuch a conviction 
upon them ; they anſwered, that one paſſage did more touch 
them than all the reſt : and that is the clauſe which we tran{lite 


ſmitten of God and afflifted ;, the words are mucke elohim umennne, - 


which they ſaid was thus to be rendred, God himſelf was ſmitten 
and humbled. By which wor.s they aſſur*d themſelves the whole 


_ Chapter was to be underſtood, not of a man, but of God himſelf 


made man, that he might bear and blot out our fins. 
Let me add but one thing more, That the holy Prophets: of- 
old did not only foretell the Humiliation, but the Exaltation 


of the Meſſiah 3 all which Prophecies alſo have had their ac- . 


compliſhment in Feſws of Nazareth: conſult !/a. 63. 1,2, 3- Whe 
this that cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Boz. 
rab? this that us glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatneſs 
of his ſtrength * I that ſpeak in righteou neſs, mighty to ſave ? 


Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and ty garments like him 

|. that treadeth in the wine fat ? I have trodden the wine-preſs alone, 

; and of the people there-was none with me. This obſcure Pro- 

\ Phecy by many Chriſtian Expoſitors is applied to the paſſion 

: *0f- Chriſt, But Rebbi-Samuel, a converted Few, in a little Ara» + 
-biez Treatiſe doth learnzdly apply it to the Exaltation of 
Chriſt; from him I firſt learht the interpretation, -and for that: 

- Teafon I chuſe to urge it 3 though ſince | find that Mercer, (ar 
#49 and. others have expounJed it the ſame way. All the phra- 
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ſes in this Prophecy ſpeak forth the triumph of Chriſt in his-Reſ 


ſurre&ion and Aſcenſion ; he. is glorious in his apparel, as being 


dyed or ſtain'd with the blood of his enemics 5 his garments ar: 


like him that treads zn the wine fat, when the juice ot the preſſed 


Srapes is ſprinkled upon him that prefſeth them ; he is tra Þ 


welling in the greatneſs of his ſtrength ; that is, ſtrongly con. þ 


quering and deſtroying all his adverſaries, Under the name 
t:dom and  Bozrah 1s ſet out his  univerlal conqueſt and tri 
umph over 'all his and his Churches enemies ; he is mighty to 
{ave and to defend all thoſe that truſt in him, and rely up- 
on him ; he does not ſay paſſively that he was tredden in the 
wine-prels alone, but aRively that: he trod the wine prels-alone; 
all his adverſaries were under his feet 5 ant therefore it follows, 
T will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fry, 
their blood ſhall be ſprinkled upon my. garments, &c. There are 
in that one Book of the 'P/alms molt clear Prophecies «f 
Chriſts Exaltation in all the branches of it. : 

1. David ſpeaks of his RefurreQion, Pſal.16. 10. Thou wil 
not leave my ſoul in hell, nor ſuffer thine holy one to ſee corruption; 
this he ſpake of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, knowing that God 
had ſworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loin 
according to the fleſh, he would raiſe up Chriſt to ſit upon his 
Throne. He could not fpeak this of him{elf ; for after he had 
{erved his generation by the will of God, he fell on flecp, and 
was laid unto his fathers, and ſaw corruption, but now for 
Chriſt, he roſe again from the dead, and ſaw no: corruption, 

2, Again David ſpeaks of his Aicenſion, P/al. 68.18. Thou 
haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led captivity captive, thou haſ 
recezved gifts for men, yea for the rebellious alſo, that the Lord 
God may dwell among them, The Pſalmiſt here ſpeaks to God, 
and it muſt be underſtood, ſaith Rabbi Samuel ( in the fore 
mentioned book) of God in our nature ;- for God conſidered 
in his Divine nature and eſſence, can neither deſcend nor 
aſcend. 

3. Again David ſpeaks of his ſeſſion at the right hand of 
God, Pſal. 110. 1, The Lord ſaid unto. my Lord, fit thou at 


my right hand, until 1 make thine enemies thy footſtool. By Di 


vids Lord here, we muft underſtand the Meſſiah, who though 
in reſpe& of his humane nature he was Pavids fon, yet ine 


tpe& of his Divine nature he was Davids Lord. This Chrilt 
| thin. 
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then who is the eternal Son of God, being made fleſh, and 
having aſſumed our nature into a Perſonal union with his 
Godhead, in that nature which he graciouſly aſſumed, he ſuf- 
fered and made fatisfation for our fins, and in that nature he 
aſcended into heaven, and fate down at the right hand of 
the Majeſty on high, from whence he will one day come- a- 
gain to judg the quick and the dead, 

Both time and ſtrength would fail me to cite all the Pro- 
phecies of the Meſſiah that are in the Law of Moſes, and in the 
Prophets,” and in the P/alms, much more to expound and apply 
them. Several of the moſt conſiderable I have a' little toucht 
upon, and have ſhewed you how they are verified and ful=- 
filled in Feſizs of Nazareth, which was the thing to be de- 
monſtrated. 

R. F. Sir your arguing. hath not only filenc*c me; but in ſom 


meaſure convinc't me. I know not what's the.matter, I find a 


ſtrange and unwonted working within me, Y 

Mr: B. Take heed of fmuthering and ſtifling convitions; ſome 
of your Fathers have done (© to their colt. Be not aſham'd to 
be Truths captive, .and to be conquer'd] by it. Truta is mighty, 
and, will prevail. What if you thould from this day forward 


become a Chriſtian? you will never repent it. And let me tell you, 


you are not the firſt of your Nation that hath fo done. At the 


firſt publiſhing 0i the Goſpel of Chriſt, though the mo# of your 


Nation perſiſted in unbelicf, yet many thouſands believed, - and 


repented, and were baptized ; and in latter times we arenot with- 
out inſtar.ces of this very thing. I told you but now of ſome, 


and I can (if need be) give you a liſtof a great many more. In - 


the year 1310, Nicholas de Lyra, of 2 Few became a Chriſtian, 


and hath written an exce!lent Treatiſe, proving by irrefragable 


arguments, that the Mcſſiah is come _and that. no other is to be 


expe&ted. * About that time Paulus Burgenſis turn'd Chriſtian + 


allo, and wrote againſt Fudaiſm, Elias Levita, commonly call*d 
the Gramarian, left his Rabbiniſm, and entred the Church of 


Chriſt by Baptiſm, bringing ſome 30 Jews more with him to. be 


baptiz'd, about the year 15i7. Hieronymus de ſantta fide (as 
he's call'd ) from'a Few was converted to Chriſtianity, and wrote 


.a book calPd Hebreomaſtix, or the Fews {courge, in which he 
-* whips them with their own Talmud and approved Rabbins, ma- 
wing their own Authors to prove that Jeſus is the Chriſt, . When 
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| the book was publiſh*t in Spain. it is reported that by the con- 


vincing arguments therein contained, above 5000 Fews were 
ture! 70 the faith. One Paws Ricins in the Court of the Em- 
per wr /Aaximilian, of a Few was converted to Chriſtianity, and 
wrote 164ty things againit his old misbelief. Antonizs Margarita 
convertudir. hearc and baptized,converts his hand and pen againſt 
the Fews. E-n:ſtus Ferdinandus, of a Few became a Profeſſor 
of the Chriſtian Faith, and writes a book which he calls Fla- 
gellum Fudeorum. Paulus Weidnerws turn'd to Chriſtianity, and 
in his Writings hath calPd upon his backſliding brethren the 
Fews, and hath found Telus himſelf, to bid them come and ſee, 
I could tell you of Chriſtianus Gerſon, Emanuel Tremelins (who. 
hath worthily contributed towards the tranſlation of the Bible) 
with a many others. And I doubt not but there be many thou- 
ſaads of your Nation, that are greatly convinc't and pertwaded 
that Jeſus is the Meſſiah, though they do not openly profels it. 
Wil] you give me leave to relate a ſtory that I have met with in 
the Writings of Epiphanizs, a credible and renowned Author 
*tis concerning one Foſeph a Few, who liv*d in the days of Conſtar- 
tine the Great, This learned and worthy perſon doth folemnly 
preteſt he had it, in order as he relates it, from oſeph's own 
mouth, This Fefeph laid with the Patriarch of the Fews, called 
Ellel, The Patriarch being ready to dye, ſends Foſeph to the 
Bithop of Tyberzas, to defire him to come to him,under pretence 
of his being his Phyſician. The Biſhop coming to him, he be- 
{cecheth him to baptize him 5 whereupon the ſervants are com- 
manded to make ready fome water, as if it had been for ſome 
medicinal uſe, and then they were all commanded to withdraw. 
Foſeph looks through ſome crevice of the door, and feeth the 
Biſhop baprize the Patriarch. Three days after, the Patriarch ' 
dying, b<queath'd the tuition cf his Son (not yet at age) to 
Foſeph and another. - Theſe things ſtuck in Foſephs mind, and 
made him deſirous to know more of the Chriſtian Religion. And 
there being a certain ſecret place of ſuppoled treaſure, which 
Foſeph had now the keys of, he opens it, and findeth no money 
but the Goſpel of Fohn, and the Atts of the Apoſtles tranſlated 
into Hebrew, and with them 7atthews Genealogy, The reading 
of thee increaſed his perplexities, but yet did not perſwade him 
to be baptized. Afﬀeer this he fell into a fore and dangerous dit- 
eaſe, and he apprehended that Chriſt appear'd to him, —_ 
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kim he ſhould recover, and exhorting him to believe in him z which he 
promiſed to do, and recovered ; but continuing obſtinate, he fell fick 
again, and that fo deſperately, that they had no hope of his life. The 
Fews coming about him to perform thofe ceremonies, and give that ad- 
vice which they ufe to do to dying perſons, one of the chief of them 
(an ancient man skitfuf m their Law ) came to him, and whiſper'd theſe 
words in his ear 5 Believe. that Feſus who was crucified under Pontins Pt- 
late, being the ſon of God, and afterwards born of Mary, # the Chriſt of 
God: and was raiſed from the dead, and ſhall come again to judge the 
dead and the living. And thus Foſeph came to know, that among their 
laſt myſteries, the Fews lecretly pertivaded dying men to believe. There 


| tsa prear deal more in the Rory, which I have not leifure now to write. 


It ends thus : That Chriſt appear*d again to him in a viſton, and gave 
him power to work a miracle for his convition, and ſtill he delayed, 
fill at taſt being advanced by the young Patriarch 7#das to a place of 


' rule, he exercifed ſo much leverity over the wicked Prieſts, that they 


confpired againſt him, and ruſhing one day into his houſe, they find 
him reading the Goſpels 3 and tnatching the Book out of his hand, they 
draw him to the Synagogue, and {courge him, till the Biſhop of the 
City came and delivered him. After th.s, meeting him on the way, they 
caſt him into the River Cydrzs, and thought they had drown*d him z 
but being delivered, he then delayd no longer, but profeſt himſelf a 
Chritian ; and fo went to Conftantine the Emperor, and told him all 
that had betallen him. The Emperor much eftcem'd him, and gave 
him power to build Churches among the Fews, which was all that he 
deſired. | 

To conclude, I look upon theſe and ſuch like particular Converts a- 
mongſt the Fews, to be only as firſt fruits; we Chriftians expe& ere 
long a full harveſt in the converſion of your whole Nation, We be- 
lieve as well as you, that there are manyPromiles and Prophecies concern- 
ing the Few:ſh Nation, that have nor yet had their final accompliſhment z 
Sive me leave to read {ome of them, 1/a. 11. 11,12, 13, It ſhall come to 
paſs in that day, that the Lord ſhall ſet his hand anain the ſecond time, to 
recover the remnant of his people which ſhall be left, from Afſyria, and 
from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from (uſh, and from Elam, and 
from Shinar, and from Hanath, and from the Iſlands of the fea, And 
he ſhall ſet tp an enſign for the nations, and ſhall aſſemble the omtcaſts of 
Iſrael, ard gather recether the diſperſed of Fudah fromthe four corners of 
the earth. The envy alſo of Ephraim ſhall dep vt, and the adverſaries of 
Fudan ſha!l be cut off : Epnramns ſhall not envy Jucan, and Tudah ſhall not 


ex Ephraim, You may read much more to this purpoſe in {hap, 60, 


E. and 


a 


comes” þ. 


os =— _ 
6-fln 4} +,0 5.0 * 
Po rg 


r—OI——moome et mmrm_o vec 


* 


— — +. - 
* w— oY X 


b. 
> ed 


h I -$14 
A. Yo 


4 : "CO a4 
- - = #5 4 24254048 44%. OP he X 


£ 


T64 EI 
—_ 
RE WEIS & Vn, - 
UV TIED TYP 099.7077 wo w.4, 
SH It 


+ 
vp hn ata. d —— 
Eg. > Ie" , 


_g ” 
—_— 


0 w————— 


£ 
" * * > * 7 
1 4 . '* - bt 
= a - V * 4 aw _n - = —_ q rr ooremyemns mare gs n 
OOO ICONS COA OY: VO IV» AGE FI, ed I A2.4 TIRE VIOLA * WS) 24 WT Ate, ry, - 
: ND 


THR GLEBE gone ot 


—_ 
— OSHS SY SAT II, 


PR 
WO VR 0 WY 


— 


” U 


-  ——_— 


- Cry IIS P = won —_———— _ — DAR ron - Wm _ — 
EEE Et = EY DD - Es =D 
ny - = > . 2B > rs 
— — _ ” 4 3 eh - THE = F: ad — OA, REES, ry = « = 
- Wie <> =" _—_ Ce -W DG men ” — ns . = = 
_— ; 
a —___——— = 
: n —— us, Ll T _ _ 
"4 - of" TO - . Hz $4 COL. * $,* > I. 
RS tht 9 = = : A Sa . - 4 * s \ * CI "7 
4 ; ” Py w_— bn) £ « ” ” - 
. : Ls Pups”, & © 
4 l 


——_—  ——_ —_ —— = _ — 2 > i; 2 SE 
_- - =_— ann a —_— <a ny ——_— 
S —< —— nn. = 
wee EE Ade oe wr HE DIE - SESSE CG ——— 
Sr RI ira? 


L 32 1 
and 62 Chap. of 1ſaiah's Prophecy, Ezek. 37.2 1,222 3424, Thus ſaith the 
Lord God, Behold, I will take the children of Iſrael from among the Hea- 
then whither they be gone, and will gather them on every ſide, and bring 
them into their own land, And I will makg them one nation in the land up: 
on the mountains of Iſrael, and one king ſhall be king to themall.: and they 
ſhall. be no more two nations, neither fhall they be divided into two king. 
doms any more at all, Neither ſhall they defile themſelves any more with 
their Idols, nor with their deteſtable things ; but I will ſave them out of all 
their dwelling-places wherein they have ſinned, and will cleanſe them : fq 
ſhall they be my people, aud Iwill be their God. And David my ſervant 
ſhall be King over them, and they all ſhall have one ſhepherd, Hoſea 3. 
4» 5» The children of Ifrael ſhall abide many days without a King, and 
without a Prince, and. without a ſacrifice, and witbout. an Image; and 
; without an Ephod, and without Teraphim. eAfterwards ſhall the chil- 
dren of Iſrael return, and ſeek the Lord their God, and David their 
King, and ſhall fear the Lord and his goodneſs in the latter days, Tach, 
10. 6, 7,8, I will ſtrengthen the houſe of Fudah, and I will ſave the houſe 
of. Foſeph, and I will bring them again to place them, for I have mercy ups 
on them : and they ſhall be as though I had not caſt them off : for I am the 
Lord their God, and will hear them. eAnd they of Ephrains ſhall be like 
a mighty man, aud their heart ſhall rejoyce as through wine : yea, their 
children .(hall ſee it, and be glad. I will hiſs for them, and gather 
them, for 1. have redeemed them : aud they ſhall increaſe as they hove ine 
creaſed. They ſhall remember me in far countries, and they ſhall live 
with their children, and turn again. I will bring them again alſo out of 
the land of Egypt, and gather them out of Aſſyria, and I will bring them 
3nto-the land of Gilead and Lebanon, and place ſhall not be found for 
them. And I will ſtrengthen them in the Lord, and they ſhall walk up and 
down it hu name, ſaith the Lord. Theſe and fuch like Propheſies are the 
ground of our Faith and Prayer, for the calling and converſion of your 
Nation. To which 1 may add, that the fame thing is foretold in the 
writings of the Apolles of our Lord. Paul tells us, that blindneſs in 
part # hapned to 1ſrael until the fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in; and fo 
all, Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. For proof of which, he cites a paſſage in 1/aiah, 
where it is written , there ſhall come out:of Sion the deliverer, and 
ſhall turn away ungoalineſs from Facob, He fays, The caſting away of the 
Fews, was the reconciling of the Gentiles ;, but the receiving of them again; 
ſhall be life from the dead to them. He lays further, That they are be- 
loved for the fathers ſake : and if they abide not in unbelief, though now 
they.are cut off, they ſhall be graffedin ;, for God #5 able to graff. them in a: 
gains And though. to.this day when Moſes is read, there is a vail. upon 
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their hearts : yet nevertheleſs, they ſhall turn again unto the Lord, and 
the vail ſhall ſhall be taken away. There is then a greater accord be- 
twixt you and-us than you are aware of, Setting aſide thoſe fooliſh 
dreams that ſome of you have about the enjoying of tenſual pleaſures, as 
Behemoth, (is, the wine of Paradice, and the like; there is nothing in 


your own expeRations, but we believe you ſhall be partakers of." Nay, 


we ſuppoſe you may return to your own land, enjoy great riches, and 
rule in the world, and be filled with the Light and Knowledg of the 
Will and Worſhip of God, 10 as to be a guide, blefling, and re- 
viving to the Gentile Churches z bur all this we ſay muſt come to 
paſs in Gods own appointed ſeaſon. When the time, the ſet time is 
come, then will God take away the vail from before the eyes of your 
Nation and People, and incline their hearts to receive and believe in 
him, whom their forefathers rejeed. Then ſhall be fulfilled that 
which is foretold by Zachariah the Prophet, They ſhall look, upon him 
whom they have pierced, and they ſhall mourn for him, as one mourn- 
eth for his only ſon and ſhall be in bitterneſs for him , as one that is* 
in bitterneſs for his firſt born. 

R, F. Sir, your words carry a kind of charm in them : I think (were 
itnot for one thing) I ſhould torthwith become a Prolelite to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith and Name. 

Mr. B. Pray what is that ? 

R. F. Ple be plain with you, *tis the Idolatry of - the Chriſtians. 
Fehovah .is a jealous God; our Fathers have ſmarted for giving his 
glory to another. This #s the abominable thing that God hates. You 
may imagine *tis no {mall offence to us Fews, to fre as great, or 
greater |dolatry amongſt the Chriſtians than is amongſt the very 
Pagans. How oft have'l feen them worfhipping a Wafer, which 
they ſometimes call th? Hoſ#, and ſometimes the Body of Chriſt? and 
I have heard it is determined in one of their Councils, which I think 
they call the Council of Trent, That all Chriſtians onght to give the 
ſame worſhip to it, which they give to God himſelf. Now though you 
think we Fews have no Faith, yet we have ſo much ſenſe and reaſon, 
as to know a Water-Cake is not the bleſſed Fehovah. And pardon the 
expreſſion, we think it no leſs than horrid blaſphemy to call it"fo 
and no other than grols Idolatry to worſhip it as ſuch. | 

Again, You Chriſtians worſhip the Croſs of Chriſt, that is, a piece 
of wood with a Croſs upon it : for as to the very Croſs on which he 
was crucified, we ſuppoſe that is not amongſt youzand if it were,we think 
it ſtrange that you ſhould bow down to it, and worſhip it. ' Sure» 
ly the Heathens worſhipping of ſtocks and ſtones. was not more di- 
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[ 34 |] 
\ Tet Iddolatry. Your Paul hath ſaid, a crucified Chriſt is a /umbling 
block_to the Fews;, Vie aſſure you the adoring of a Crots or a piece 
of wood, is a greater ſtumbling block than the other. Again , you 
worſhip Men and Women that are deceaſed, whom you cal] your 
Saints, theſe you don't only defire to pray for you, _but you alfo 
dire& your prayers unto them, asking of them the ſame blcflings 
and favours as you do of God himſelf, and which are beyond the 
power of any creature in Heaven or Earth to give. To theſe you 
build Temples, ere& Altars, burn Incenſe, make vows and promiles, 
and the like. And which is more than this, you adore and worſhip the 
very images and reliques.of tfuch. We Fews are better inſtructed than to 
adore any Image either of a creature, or of the Creator himſelf. We 
have the ſecond Commandment of the holy Law of God in high efteem, 
though you have finfully laid it by, and made an irrational, ridiculous 
diviſton of the Tenth Commandment, that you may ſtil] keep the number 
of Ten. We look upon it as a pitiful evalion, a lilly falvo, to lay you 
-don't worſhip the lmiage, but God in it; or that your worſhip ter- 
minates in God and not in the Image. The Pagans knew as well as 
you , that their Images were not gods themſelves, and they wor- 
ſhipped them not as gods, but as the reprelſenters of ſome Deity, 
So fome of them have expreſly ſaid, 7t 7s the gods that we worſhip 
by Images. . They were not 1o {imple, as to think there were as ma- 
ny 7upiters, or Apollo*s, as there were Images of them in the world, 
When our Fathers fel] into Idolacry, and made them a Golden Calf, 
*tis evident they intended to terminate their worſhip in God, and 
to adore. him under that ſymbol of his prefence: they were not fo 


ſottiſh, as to think that the Calf that was newly made, and that of 


materials which they brought out of Egypt, was that God that 
made them, and brought them out of the Land of Egypt : and yet 
this is their language concerning the Image they had formed, Theſe 
are thy Gods , oh Iſrael, which brought thee up out of the Land of 
Egypt : which can bear no other lenie, but that they took it for 
the ſymbol and repreſentation of that God that brought them 
thence. And the Reafon why they pitcht upon a Calf for ſuch a 
repreſentation, is this, becauſe they had lived long in Egypr, where 
golden Bulls were the 1ymbols of their chief God Ofrris. 

I need not further to dilate upon this matter : you eaſily underſtand 
what'l mean; ?tis your Idolatry im the forementioned particulars that 
makes us irreconcilable to the Chriſtian Religion, We have learnt to 
ſhun this abomination, for which God was angry with our Fathers, and 
fo angry, that ke hath viſited this iniquity upon their Children unto ma: 


ny 


| 


bling 
- Piece 
0 you 
your 
u alfo 
cllings 
d the 
e you 
miles, 
1p the 
han to 
'# We 
ſteem, 
-ulous 
Umber 
y you 
D ters 
ell as 
WOr- 
Jeity, 
orſhj 
Ss ma- 
r70rld, 
_ Calf, 
and 
ot fo 


at of 


that 
1 yet 
Theſe 
nd of 
© for 
them 
ich a 
yhere 


ſtand 
that 
it to 
, and 
) ar 


L 39 ] | | 
ny generations. Someof our Maſters have ſaid, that there is no puniſh- 
ment upon 1/7ael, but there is ſtill an ounce of the Golden Calf in it; 
that is, God doth ſtill remember againſt us the Idolatry of our forefa- 
thers, to puniſh us for it. We are reſolved therefore to keep at the 
greateſt diſtance from this fin, and to have nothing to do with the Chri- 
ſtians, till they keep themſelves from Idols. 

Mr.B.It is too manifeſt to be denied, that there 1s to0 much of Idolatry 


praQtiſed amongſt many that call themſelves Chriſtians 3 and God for- 


bid that I ſhould once open my mouth to vindicate or palliate their 
miſcarriages in this kind : but yet you mult give me leave to inform 
you, that the holy Catholick Church, or the generality of Chriſtians, 
do as much deteſt this abominable praCtice, as you Fews do or can Ts 
only found with a ſchiſmatical ſe& or party amongſt us, to wit, the Pa- 
piſts. Theſe are they ( asI told youat our former meeting ) that have 
abuſed the world, and ſcandalized Infidels with many forg'd and fifti- 
tious miracles; and theſe are they likewiſe 'that defile themſclves, and 
offend the Fews with their Idolatrous praQiſes: you know better than 
to impute the misbehaviour of a particular S-& of Chriſtians upon the 
Chriſtian Religion in general ; *tis as if we ſhould impute the miſtakes 
of the Sadduces upon the whole Nation of the Fews, and lay they all 
deny that there is any Reſurre&ion, or Angel, or Spirit, becauſe on 
was the folly and misbelief of that particular ſet, The Papiſts no 
us, are ſuch as the Sadduces, or rather the Samaritans were cn—_ 
the Fews, who apoſtatiz'd and revolted from the true Religion, al 
worihip'd they knew not what z and of whom 1t 15 recorded in _ 
Scripture, That they feared the Lord, and ſerved their own goas- 
Though theſe Papiſts are Chriſtians in name, yet 1n reality they are 
Antichriſtian, and great adverſaries to Chrift and the Chriſtian m—_ 
gion. The whole Chriſtian World crys out upon them, for reviving a 
eſtabliſhing the Idolatry of the Heathens in the Church of Chrilt. _ 
Pagan Idolatry was the ſamplar and pattern of Popiſh Idolatry, = 
the one is exa&ly parallel with the other. Heſios, Plato, Plutarch, a 
other Heathen Authors, have given us an account of the Ethnick Theo- 
logy and Idolatry, how they acknowledg'd and ador'd an, interior tort 
of Deities, which they call'd Dxmons, which were a middle fort be- 
tween the Soveraign heavenly Gods, and mortal men. That thele _ 
mons, as to their original, were the deified fouls of worthy men, an 
great Hzro's, after their death (though ſeme of them were 01 a {uperi- 
our quality, and were never impriſoned in mortal bodies) 3 that as £0 
their office, they were as Agents 'or Mediators betwixt the Soveraigh 
Gods and men ; that the way of worthipping of them, and ot _ 
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benefits by them, was to bow down to their Images, to adore their re- 
liques, to Temple them, and the like, All this is imitated and upheld by 
theſe Papiſts in their worthipping ( as you have nored ) of Saints, 
their reliques and Images. As for their [dolatry in worſhipping a wa- 
fer, or a cupof wine, that alſo may be reduc'd to Image-worthip, as 
being the adoration of a ſign or ſymbol; and to ſpeak freely, I think it 
a degree above the abomination of the Pagans; for though pollibly, 
they {uppoled fome pretence of their Dzmons in their Images, yet they 
could not be to blockilh as to think the Images and Symbols to be tran- 
{ubſtantiated into. them. Nevertheleſs the Idolatry of this wicked 
and Antichriſtian-crew, may ferve to ſtablith, rather than ſtagger 
your. faith in the beliet of the Goſpel, and of the new Teſtament, be- 
caule therein it was foretold, that in the later times fuch a generation 
ſhould ariſe, as ſhould apoſtatize from the faith, and give heed to ſpi- 
rits of error, and Dottrines of Demons, $1Sagzaniats JSaiporioy, fome 
render the words, Dettrines of Devils, but they are better rendred, 
Do&rines of, or concerning Dxmons z the genitive caſe (as ſome have 
obſerved ) being here to be taken paſſively for the objeRs of thole Do- 
Arines; fo that it is a plain prediction of the reviving of the Gentiles [do- 
latrous Theology of Dzxmons amongtt a fort of revolting and apoſta- 
t zing Chriſtians, as the Papiſts are 3 and the event hath anſwered the 
Prophecy. And to the fam? purpole | migint thew you how Rome, the 
chief feat of this Pſeudo-Chriitian, or Antichriſtian le or party, is 
called Babyloz more thin once in the Scriptures of the new Tcftament, 
yea great Babylon the Mother of barlots, and abominations of the earth. 
Baby/on in the letter was the p'rent or iounder of the worſhipping « f 
Dexmon-. Baal or B:1, the tirſt King of Bavel after Nimrod, was the 
firſt that ever wis drciiyed or repute] a God after his d.ath z thence 
afterwards they call:d all other Dzmons Baxlwm . *ris with relpect 
hereto that Rowe 1s call'd myjlical Babylon, trom thence proceeds all 
this Idolatrous and Dzmon- worihip, tor which you are to offended ar 
the Chri'-jtans. The Apoitle Fehr in the book call'd his Revelation, 
doth farther rei] us, that the Chriſtian Church ( wiich he calls che be= 
ly city ) (hall be trod und:r foor by the Gentiles forty two menths, that is, 
It ſhall be over whelmed with the Gerriles idolatry. And again, he 
{peaks of a huge Army that ſhall come upon the Chriitian world, and 
deſtroy a third part of men ( which we take to be meant of the QOrro- 
man, or Turkiſh invaſion, which hath {wallowed up lo great a part of 
Chriſtendom ), and yet tor all this, thoſe which remain will not repent of 
their ſins, that they ſhould not worſhip Demons, and Idols of gold and ſil- 


nor 


[ 37 ] 
wor walk. No, they are hardned in their wickedneſs and Idolatry, and 


no plagues or judgments of God upon them will turn them from it. 
But whither hath my zeal againſt this Popiſh and Peſtilent fe& carried 


me ? I pray you, Sir, to believe, that all Chriſtians are not Papiſts, or 


Popiſh Idolaters, though they abound till in ſome Countreys ( in which 
it may be you have been moſt converſant, as I remember I hinted to 
you at our laſt meeting ), yet bleffed be God of late years they are 
greatly diminiſhed. Time was when the mot of theſe European Nations 
did drink.of the wine of the wrath of this myſtical Babylon's fornication, 
and the Kings of the Earth did commit fornication with her , but now 
they begin to hate her, and many Nations and Millions of particular 
Chriſtians are come out of her : This is the happy «ale of the City and 
Nation in which you now reſide. I appeal ro you whether you have 
ſeen or heard of any of the forementioned [dolatries ſince you came hi- 
ther. Let this therefore lye no longer as a black or ſtone of ſtumbling 
in. your way. The Lord cure you of this and all other prejudices a- 


Sainſt Chriſt and Chriſtianity; Oh that he who ſo loved the world, as: 


ro give his only begotten ſon, would give you to believe in him, that /@ 
believing in him, you might not periſh, but have everlaſting life. This is 
that ſtone which was ſet at nought of you builders, and is now become the 
head of the corner ;, netther ts. there ſalvation in any other, nor any other 
name under heaven geven among men whereby they may be ſaved. 

R, F- Sir, I am oblig'd to you for your patience and pains in hearing 
and anſwering my objections. I have this to requeſt of you, That you. 
will pleaſe to tell me your name, and the place ot your abode, and give 
me and ſome others leave to wait upon you, to receive information a- 
bout ſome particulars which are not proper. at: this time and place to be 
propoſed. 

Preſently Mr. B.-told him his name, and where he dwelt, and -ad+ 
ded, that he ſhou'd be heartily glad». ſee him, and any he ſhould. 
bring with him, at his houſe ; and did hope they ſhould. he. better ac«. 
quainted. Upon this they faluted each other in a friendly fort, and the 
company broke up and departed. Father $. and Mr.-B. tarried. awhile 
behind, and when-they two were alone, Father S. gave Mr.. B. his 
hearty thanks, and told him, that he was now farther ſatisfied that the, 
principles and practiſes of the Roman Catholicks. were a means of hard= 
ning and ſcandalizing the poor Fews ; that he forhis part, for that and, 
other reaſons,{hould forthwith bzcome a Proteſtant, but that two-things 
did retard his converſion. | 


1, The diviſions that were amongſt the Proteſtants; he did not knows 
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[39 ] 
2. The dangers he ſhould incur from the Papiſts, and particularly from 
thoſe of his own fraternity, the Feſwits, who would certainly ſome time 
or other aſſaſſinate or murther him. This being their avowed principle; 
that it is lawful to kill any man that ſhall forfake his Order, and publiſh 
the crimes of his Society, if there be no other means to hinder him. 
Mr. B. told him he did not queſtion the removal of theſe two remo- 
ra's. As to the firſt (faid he) which is the diviſions amongſt the Prote- 
ſtants, it is grounded upon a miſpriſion or miſtake. 1am able to demon- 
ſtrate that there is a greater Union amongſt the Proteſtants,than amongſt 
the Papiſts ; if you peruſe the ſeveral Confeſſions of Faith in all the re- 
formed Churches, you ſhall find no material diftcrences, they all accord 
in the main Articles of Religion, or in thote points which arc the vitals 


. and eflentials of the Chriſtian Faith ; their differences are about Church- 


Diſcipline,and Modes of worſhip,for the molt part ; wherein each party, 
according to the light they have received, endeavour to come the neareſt 
they can to the rule that Chrift hath preſcribed; ?tis true, there are 
many Heterodox, heady, high-minded,halt-witted perſons that go under 
the general name and notion of Proteſtants, fuch as Quakers, Seekers, 
Socinian', &c, which we ditown, and they arc no more ot us, than they 


, areof you. Nay, we Ifve good reaton to believe, that theſe upſtart 


Sets amongſt us, are of your begetting; therefore ?tis meet that you 
ſhould father them. Though the Proteſtants go under ſeveral denomi- 


' nations, as Calviniſts and Lutherans abroad, and as Epiſcoparians, Pres- 


byterians, and Independents here at home; yet it is idle and ridiculous to 
think that, becaule they. are of thele ſeveral denominations, they are of 
ſeveral Religions. -Do you like to have it ſaid there are many different 
Religions in the Papacy, becauſe there are found many different orders 
and denominations therein, as Thomaſts, Scotiſts, Feſuits, Fanſeniſts, 
Molmiſts, Deminicans, Franciſcans, and the like ? We ſhould be forry to 
hear of ſuch differences and diviſions amongſt us, as are amongſt the ſeve- 
ral parties in the Church of Rome. How great are their differences a- 
2o0ut matter of order and government? The controverſies betwixt the 
Conformiſts and Nonconformiſts with us, are not like the controverſies 
betwixt the Regulars and Seculars with them about Epiſcopal Juriſdifti- 
on. Again, How great are their differences about matters of Faith 
and D' Arine 2 They are utterly diviced and diſagreed about that very 
power in which thcy ſhould unite, and which they pretend ſhuuld agree 
themin other things: orc half of thcm are for the Soveraignty of a Pope 
above a Council, and the other of a Coun: {! ;bovi a Porre, The Popes 
perſonal infalibility is a great Article of Faith amongſt the Je; rs, when 


-Others in the Kowar Church ( and thole, perfons of no tmail note and. 


name) 


to abhor the Popiſh Religion 5 they conclude it can't be the true Chri- 


then it matters not ( as to your eternal ſalvation) whether you can 


(39) 
name.) declare it to be down-right herefie. TItis a matter of faith with' 

the Dominicans, that all perſons (Chriſt only excepted )'were born in 

fin z_ but others contend earneſtly for the immaculate conception of the 

Virgin Mary ; *tis a matter of faith with the Fanſeniſts 'and Dowini- 

cans, to attribute unto God, Predetermination, and the only praiſe of 
converting grace z but the Feſasſts and Molinzfts are otherwiſe Opinio- 

nated, The deliverance of fouls from Purgatory by the prayers of the ; 
living, is a matter of faith in the Church of Rowe: but I can tell you £ 
of ſome great names ( Members of that Church ) who tifly deny it, 4 | 
and ſay it was a novel opinion introduc'd by Gregory the firſt, againſt - ” 
the conſenr of -antiquity. What need more infeaces'! you may find '/ | 
many Ach like in the Fanſenians myſtery of Feſuits ; the book is worth / 
your reading, ' the Author a Papiſt; and a man of-note and learning. 
The cafe being thus, it ſeems ſomething ſtrange that you ſhould be fo 
much ſtumbled at the differences amongſt Proteſtants; when as I can. 
eafily make it appear { as-I have done in part already ) that there is 

far more unity and concord amongſt them, than amongſt the Pa- 

iſts. 

: As to the ſecond obſtrution, which is the danger you run by re- 
nouncing Popery, from thoſe of your own fraternity : 1 have three 
things to offer for the removing of it. | 

1. That this praQice and principle of the Feſuits makes all ſober men OY 
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ſtian Religion, for that needs not aſſaſſinations, murders, and ſuch like 

wicked artifices to uphold and propagate it. God will have no man 
or men to ſpea\, or att wickedly for him : their Religion is vain, and their 

damnation us juſt, wao do apparent evils under a pretence they may do good. 
thereby. This conſideration, theretore, inſtead of delaying, ſhould 

haſten your renunciation of Popery and 7eſuits/m. 

2. All that are Chriſts Diſciples and Chriſtians indeed, are con- 
tented to deny themſelves, and to part with all, even with life it ſelf 
for his ſake : He hath told us plainly, that if any man come to him, and- 
bate not his own life, he cannot be his diſciple. And again he hath ſaid, . 
That he that will ſave his life, ſhall loſe it ;, and whoſoever will loſe his life * ©: 
for his ſake, ſhall ſave it. Pray Sir conſider, it you can't come up 
to this degree of felf-denial, to be willing to loſe and lay down your 
life for Chriſt, you will be but a nominal Chriſtian, and a Hypocritez and 
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turn a Papiſt, or become a Proteſtant. 
3+ There are ſeveral Proteſtant Princes and States, who will prote&t 
You and ſecure you from the rage and malice of theſe*cut-throat Fe- 
F ſurts« 
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INE on-in ſuch/acaſe you may expe ſufficient cou 


ather-S-. after:a ſhort pauſe, thus reply*d : Sir, I am abundanth F 
ding t0: you for your free and familiar diſcourſe with me, fa þ 
hi I-thall' eyer honour and eſteem you. You have ſpoken muchiF 

a liftle,. ang. y.remoy'd thoſe two blocks that I mentioned, as lying F 

, my; F. ; I ſhall ſhortly viſit you ( with your leave) at your om} 

-Houlſez chere adviſe farther with you about the things we have noy * 

difcours'd... Mr. B. told him He ſhould at any time be heartily welcon | 

' to him; and-ſo they parted. I could wiſh my ſelf behind a Curtain | 
- when they-have their next meeting. If this account may be of uſer! 
"your felf, or any other, it is a ſufficient ſatisfaftion to him, who is 
. *Dear" Sir,;; .... | | | 
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